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PREFACE. 

The object of the present work is to arrange and 
explain the names of European Bivers on a more 
oomprehensive principle than has hitherto been at- 
tempted in England, or, to the best of my belief, in 
Grermanj. 

I am conscious that, like every other work of the 
same sort, it must necessarily, and without thereby 
impugning its general system, be subject to correction 
in many points of detail And in particular, that 
some of its opinions might be modified or altered by a 
more exact knowledge of the characteristics of the 
various rivers than can possibly in all cases come 
within the scope of individual research. 

Among the writers to whom I am most indebted 
is Ernst Forstemann, who, in the second volume of 
his Altdeutsches Namenbuch, (the first consisting of 
the names of persons), has collected, explained, and 
where possible, identified, the ancient names of places 
in Germany. The dates affixed to most of the Grerman 
rivers are taken &om this work, and refer to the 
earliest mention of the name in charters or elsewhere. 

I also refer here, because I find that I have not, as 
usual, given the titles elsewhere, to Mr. R S. Char- 
nock's ** Local Etymology," and to the work of Gluck, 
entitled " Die bei C. Julius CsBsav vorkommende Kel- 
tische namen." 

ROBERT FERGUSON. 
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CHAPTER L 



INTRODUCTION. 

The first wave of Asian immigration that 
swept over Europe gave names to the great 
features of nature, such as the rivers, long 
before the wandering tribes that composed 
it settled down into fixed habitations, and 
gave names to their dwellings and their 
lands. The names thus given at the outset 
may be taken therefore to contain some of 
the most ancient forms of the Indo-European 
speech. And once given, they have in many, 
if not in most cases remained to the present 
day, for nothing aflfords such strong resist- 
ance to change as the name of a river. The 
smaller streams, variously called in England 
and Scotland brooks, becks, or bums, whose 
course extended but for a few miles, and 
whose shores were portioned out among 
but 'a few settlers, readily yielded up their 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

ancient names at the bidding of their new 
masters. But the river that flowed past, 
coming they knew not whence, and going 
they knew not whither — ^upon whose shores 
might be hundreds of settlers as well as 
themselves, and all as much entitled to 
give it a name as they — was naturally, as a 
matter of common convenience, allowed to 
retain its origmal appellation. 

Nevertheless, it might happen that a river 
such as the Danube, which runs more than 
a thousand miles as the crow flies — being 
divided between two great and perfectly dis- 
tinct lucesj might, as it passed through the 
two different countries, be called by two 
different names. So we find that while in 
its upper part it was called the Danube, in 
its lower part it was known as the Ister — 
the former, says Zeuss (Die DetUschenJ, 
being its Celtic, and the latter its Thracian 
name. So the Saone also was anciently 
known both as the Arar and the Sauconna 
— ^the latter, according to Zeuss, being its 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

Celtic name. And Latham, (Tdcitus, Ger- 
mania J makes a similar suggestion respect- 
ing the Rhine — ^*'It is not likely that the 
Batavians of Holland, and the Helvetians of 
Switzerland, gave the same name to the very 
different parts of their common river/' It 
does not follow then as a matter of course — 
though we must accept it as the general rule 
— ^that the name by which a river is known 
at the present day, when it happens to be 
different from that recorded in history, is in 
all cases the less ancient of the two. There 
might originally have been two names, one 
of which has been preserved in history, and 
the other retained in modem use. 

It is also to be observed, that in the case 
of one race coming after another — ^say Ger- 
mans or Slaves afber Celts — ^while the new- 
comers retained the old names, they yet often 
added a word of their own signifying water 
or river. The result is that many names are 
compounded of two words of different lan- 
guages, and in not a few cases both signify- 
ing water. 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

The names thus given at the outset were 
of the utmost simplicity, rarely, if ever, con- 
taining a compound idea. They were indeed 
for the most part simple appellatives, being 
most commonly nothing more than words 
signifying water. But these words, once es- 
tablished as names, entered into a different 
category. The words might perish, but the 
names endured. The words might change, 
but the names did not follow their changes. 
Inasmuch as they were both subject to the 
same influences, they would most probably in 
the main be similarly affected by them. But 
inasmuch as the names were independent of 

the language, they would not be regulated 

• 

in their changes by it. Moreover, in their 
case a fresh element came into operation, for, 
being frequently adopted by races speaking 
a different language, they became subject to 
the special phonetic tendencies of the new 
tongue. The result is that many names, 
which probably contained originally the 
same word, appear in a variety of different 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

forms. The most important phonetic modi- 
fications I take to be those of the kind re- 
ferred to in the next chapter. 

There is no branch of philological enquiry 
which demands a wider range than that of 
the origin of the names of rivers. All trace 
of a name may be lost in the language in 
which it was given — we may have to seek 
for its likeness through the whole Indo- 
European family — and perhaps not find it 
tUl we come at last to the parent Sanscrit. 
Thus the name of the Humber is probably 
of Celtic origin, but the only cognate words 
that we find are the Lat. imher and the 
Gr. o/jL^pog, tiU we come to the Sansc. ambUy 
water. Celtic also probably are the names 
of the Hodder and the Otter, but the words 
most nearly cognate are the Gr. vSwp and the 
Lith. audra, (fluctus), tiU we come to the 
Sansc. udy water. 

Again, there are others on which we can 
find nothing whatever to throw light till 
we come to the Sanscrit. Such are the 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 INTRODUCTION. 

Drave and the "Epave, for which Bopp pro- 
poses Sansc. dra/vdSy flowing. And the Arve 
in Savoy, which I cannot explain till I come 
to the Sansc. mi or arv, to ravage or des- 
troy, cognate with Lat. orha, Eng. orphan^ 
&c. And — ^far as we have to seek for it — 
how true the word is, when found, to the 
character of that devastating stream ; and 
how it will come home to the frequenters 
of the vale g£ Chamouni, who well remem- 
ber how, within the last few years, its 
pretty home-steads were rendered desolate, 
and their ruined tenants driven out like 
" orphans^^ into the world ! With such fury 
does this stream, when swollen by the melt- 
ed snows, cast its waters into the Rhone^ 
that it seems to drive back the latter river 
into the lake from whence it issues. And 
Bullet relates that on one occasion in 1572, 
the mills of Greneva driven by the current 
of the Rhone were made for some hours 
to revolve in the opposite direction, and to 
grind their com backwards. 
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INTBODUCTJON. 7 

Thus then, though we may take it that 
the prevaUing dement in the river-names 
of Europe is the Celtic, we must turn for 
assistance to all the languages that are cog- 
nate. And, for the double reason of their 
great antiquity and their great simplicity, 
we shall often find liiat the nearer we come 
to the fountain-head, the clearer and the 
more distinct will be the derivation. It will 
be seen also throughout the whole of these 
pages that, in examining the names of rivers, 
we must take not only a wide range of philo- 
Ic^cal enquiry, but also an extensive com- 
parison of these names one wilii another. 

The first step in the investigation is of 
course to ascertain, whenever it is possible, 
the most ancient forms in which these names 
are foimd. We should scarcely suq)ect a 
relationship between our Itchen and the 
French lonne, if we did not know that the 
ancient name of the one was Icene, and of 
the other Icauna. Nor would we suppose 
that the Rodden of Shropshire was identical 
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8 INTRODUCTION. 

with the French Rhone, did we not know 
that the original name of the latter was the 
RhodSnus. - 

In this, as in most other departments of 
philology, the industry of the Germans has 
been the most conspicuous. And Ernst 
Forstemann in particular, who has extracted 
and collated the ancient names of places in 
Germany up to the 12th cent., has furnished 
a store of the most valuable materials. 

And yet after all there will be occasions 
on which all the resources of philology will 
be imavailing. Then we can but gather 
together the members of the feimily and wait 
till science shall reveal us something of their 
parentage. Thus the Alme that wanders 
among the pleasant meads of Devon — the 
Aim that flows by the quaint dwellings of 
the thrifty Dutch — the Alma that courses 
through the dark pine forests of the far 
North — ^the Almo that waters the sacred 
vale of Egeria — and the Alma^ whose name 
brings sorrow and pride to many an English 
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household — all contain one wide-spread and 
forgotten word, at the meaning of which we 
can but darkly guess. 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 ON THE ENDINGS 



CHAPTER II. 



ON THE ENDINGS «, €71, CT, 65, el, d. 

We find that while there are many names 
of rivers which contain nothing more than 
the simple root from which they are derived, 
as the Cam, the Rhine, the Elbe, the Don, 
&c., there are others which contain the same 
root with various endings, of which the prin- 
cipal are a, en, er, e5, ef, el. Thus the Roth 
in Germany, contains a simple root ; the 
Roth(a), Roth(er), and Rodd(en) in Eng- 
land, and the R6t(el) in Germany, contain 
the same with four different endings. The 
German Ise shows a simple root, and the 
Germ. Is(ar), Is(en), Eng. Is(is), Dutch 
Yss(el), Russ. Iss(et), shew the same with 
five different endings. So we have in 
England the Tame, the Tam(ar), and the 
Tham(es), &c. The question is — what is 
the value and meaning of these various ad- 
ditions % 
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A, EN, EK, ES, ET, EL. 11 

With respect to the ending in a, found in 
some English rivers, there is reason to think 
that it is ti word signifying water — the Old 
Norse 4 Goth, ahva, Lat. aqua, &c. So that 
the a in Rotha may be the same as the a in 
the Norwegian Beina and the Swedish Tornea 
— as the au in the Germ. Donau (Danube) 
— and as the ava in the Moldava of Aus- 
trian Poland. 

Others of these endings have by different 
writers been supposed to be also words sig- 
nifying water. Thus Donaldson (^Farrowi- 
anusjy takes the ending es to have that 
meaning. And Forstemann, though more 
cautiously, makes the same suggestion for 
the termination ar or er. " I allow myself 
here the enquiry whether possibly the river- 
names, which contain an ar as the conclud- 
ing part of the word may not be compound- 
ed with this unknown word for a river ; to 
assume a simple suffix seems to me in this 
case rather niggardly." So ^Iso the ending 
en has been supposed by some of our cysvn 
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12 ON THE ENDINGS 

Celtic scholars^ as Armstrong and O'Brien, 
to be the same as the Welsh aven, Gael 
arnhainn^ water or river, an opinion which 
has also, though to a more limited extent, 
received the sanction of Pott. 

There are various minor objections to the 
abovetheories whichlforbear to urge, because 
I think that the main argument against them 
is to be foimd in the manner in which these 
endings run through the whole European 
system of river-names. And it seems to me 
therefore more reasonable to refer them to a 
general principle which pervades the Indo- 
European languages, than to a particular 
word of a particular language. The prin- 
ciple I refer to is that of phonetic accretion, 
and it is that upon which the above word 
avert or amhainriy is itself formed from a 
simple root, by one of the very endings in 
question, that in en. Instead then of ex- 
plaining — ^as the followers of the above sys- 
tem have done — ^the Saone (Sagonna), by 
the Celt. sogh-aUy " sluggish river", I prefer 
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A, EN, ER, ES, ET, EL. 13 

to point to the general principle upon which 
the root sogh has the power, so to speak, of 
making itself into soghan {e,g. in JMt segn-is.) 

Not but that the principle contended for 
by the above writers may obtain in some 
cases : the Garumna, ancient name of the 
Garonne, looks like one of them, though 
even in this case I think that the latter 
may be the proper form, and the former 
only a euphonism of the Latin poets : the 
geographers, as Ptolemy, call it Garunna. 

Then again the question arises whether, 
seeing that en and es in the Celtic tongues, 
and el in the Germanic, have the force of 
diminution, this may not be the mean- 
ing in the names of rivers. Zeuss, (Die 
Deutschenjy suggests this in the case of 
the Havel and the Moselle ; but seeing 
that one of these rivers has a course of 180 
and the other of 265 miles, I think they 
might rather be adduced to prove that these 
endings are not diminutive. We may cite 
also the Yssel and the Albula (Tiber), both 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 ON THE ENDINGS 

large rivers, with this ending. While in Ger- 
many we have two rivers close together, the 
great and little Arl, (anc. Aria, or Arila) — 
here seems the very case for a diminutive, 
yet both rivers have the same ending. Not 
but that there are instances of a diminutive 
in river-names, but they seem of later for- 
mation. Thus there is no reason to doubt 
that the French Loiret, which is a small 
river faUing into the large one, means " the 
little Loire." Etymology in this case is in 
perfect accord with the facts. 

Upon the whole, then, I am inclined to 
the opinion, which seems in the main that of 
Forstemann, that, at least as the general 
rule, these endings are simply phonetic, and 
that they have no meaning whatever. In 
our own and the cognate languages, en is 
the principal phonetic particle — e.gr., English 
bow, Grerm. hogen — Germ, rabe, Eng. rave^ 
— Lat. virgo, Fr. vierge, Eng. virgm. But 
we have also traces in English of a similar 
phonetic er, (see Latham's Handbook of 
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A, EN, ER, ES, ET, EL. 15 

the Eng, Language^ p. 199/ The general 
reader will understand better what is here 
intended by comparing our words maid and 
maiden. Between these two words there is 
not the slightest shade of difference as re- 
gards meaning — the ending en is merely 
added for the sake of the sound, or, in other 
words, it is phonetic. Just the same differ- 
ence then that there is between our words 
maid and maiden I take to be between the 
names of our rivers Lid and Lidden. The 
ending in both cases serves, if I may use the 
expression, to give a sort of finish to the 
word. 

The question then arises — supposing these 
endings to be phonetic — -were they given in 
the first instance, or have they accrued in 
after times ? It is probable that both ways 
might obtain; indeed we have some evidence 
to shew that the latter has sometimes been 
the case. Thus the Medina in the Isle of 
Wight was once called the Mede, and the 
ShannoA of Ireland stands in Ptolemy as 
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16 ON THE ENDINGS 

the Senus. On the other hand cases are 
more frequent in which the ending has been 
dropped. Thus the Yare is called by Ptol- 
emy the Garrhuenus, i,e,, the Garron or 
Yarron. And the Teme appears in Anglo- 
Saxon charters as the Tam6de or Temede. 
Indeed the Thames itself would almost seem, 
by having become a monosyllable, to have 
taken the first step of a change which has 
been arrested for ever. So in Germany the 
Bille, Ohm, Orre, and Bordau, appear in 
charters of the 8th and 9th cent., as the 
Bilena, Amana, Oorana, and Bordine. And 
in France the Isara and the Oscara have in 
modern times become respectively the Oise 
and the Ousche ; in both these two cases 
the ending er has been dropped ; for Oise = is, 
not isar ; and Ousche = osc, not oscar. 

This latter principle is indeed only in 
accordance with the general tendency of 
language towards what Max MtiUer terms 
'* phonetic decay" — a principle which seems 
less active in the rude than in the cultivated 
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stages of society. It would appear as if 
civilization sought to compensate itself for 
the increased requirements of its expression, 
by the simplification of its forms, and the 
rejection of its superfluous sounds. . 

Upon the whole then I think that as the 
general rule these endings have been given 
in the first instance, and that they have but 
rarely accrued in after times. Such being 
the case, though in one point of view they 
may be called phonetic, as adding nothing 
to the sense, yet in another point of view 
they may be called formative, as being the 
particles by means of which words are con- 
structed out of simple roots. And of the 
names in the following pages, a great part, in 
some language, or in some dialect, axe still 
living words. And those that are not, are 
formed regularly upon the same principle, 
common to the Indo-European system. 
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CHAPTER III. 



ON THE MEANING OF RIVER-NAMES. 

The names of rivers may be divided into 
two classes, appellative and descriptive — or 
in other words, into those which describe a 
river simply as "the water'' or "the river/' 
and those which refer to some special (juahty 
or property of its own. 

In the case of a descriptive name we may 
be sure that it has been given — not from 
any fine-drawn attribute, but from some 
obvious characteristic — ^not from anything 
which we have to seek, but from something 
which, as the French say, " saute aux yeux." 
If a stream be very rapid and impetuous — 
if its course be winding and tortuous — ^if 
its waters be very clear or very turbid — 
these are all marked features which would 
naturally give it a name. 
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OF RIVEE-NAMES. 19 

But such derivations as the foflowing 
from Bullet can only serve to provoke a 
smile. Thus of the Wandle in Surrey he 
says — " Aboimding in excellent trouts — van^ 
good, dluz, a trout/' (I njuch fear that the 
** excellent trouts'" have been made for the 
derivation, and not the derivation for the 
trouts.) Of the Irt in Cumberland he says 
— " Pearls are found in this river. Irt 
signifies surprising, prodigious, marveflous.'' 
Marvellous indeed ! But Bullet, though 
nothing can be more childish than many of 
his etymological processes, has the merit of at 
least taking pains to find out what is actually 
the notable feature in each case under con- 
sideration, a point which the scholarly Ger- 
mans sometimes rather neglect. 

Biver-names, in relation to their meaning, 

may be ranked under seven heads. 

1. Those which describe a river simply as 

" the water,'' ** the river." Parallel with 

this, and imder the same head, we may 

take the words which describe a river 
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as " that which flows," because the root- 
meaning of most of the words signifying 
water is, that which flows, that which 
runs, that which goes. Nevertheless, 
there may be sometimes fine shades of 
difierence which we cannot now per- 
ceive, and which would remove the 
names out of this class into the next 
one. 

2. Those which, passing out of the appella- 

tive into the descriptive, characterize a 
river as that which rims violently, that 
which flows gently, or that which 
spreads widely. 

3. Those which describe a river by the 

nature of its course, as winding, crooked, 
or otherwise. 

4. Those which refer to the quality of its 

waters, as clear, bright, turbid, or other- 
wise. 

5. Those which refer to the soxmd made by 

its waters. 

6. Those which refer to the nature of its 
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source, or the maimer of its formatiop, 

as by the confluence of two or more 

streams. 
7. Those which refer to it as a boundary or 

as a protection^ 
Under one or other of the above heads 
may be classed the greater part of the river- 
names of Europe. 

And how dry and unimaginative a list it 
is ! We dive deep into the ancient language 
of Hindostan for the meaning of words, but 
we recall none of the religious, veneration to 
the personified river which is so strikingly 
manifest even to the present day. As we 
read in the Vedas of three thousand years 
ago of the way-farers supplicating the spirit 
of the stream for a safe passage, so we read 
in the newspapers of to-day of the pilgrims, 
as the train rattled over the iron bridge, 
casting their propitiatory offerings into the 
river below. We seek for word-meanings in 
the classical tongue of Greece, but they 
come up tinged with no colour of its grace- 
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fill myths. Few and far between are the 
cases — ^and evea ihe&e are doubtfiil, to say 
the least — ^in which anything of fancy, of 
poetry, or of mythology, is to be traced in 
the river-names of Europe. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



APPELLATIVES. 

The great river of India, which has given 
its name to that country, is derived from 
Sansc. sindu, Persian hindu, water or sea. 
It was known to the ancients under its pre- 
sent name 500 years b.o. Another river of 
Hindostan, the Sinde, shews more exactly 
the Sansc. form, as the Indus does the Per- 
sian. It wiU be seen that there are some 
other instances of this word in the ancient 
or modern river-names of Europe. 

1. India, The Indus and the Sinbe. 
Asia Minor. Indus ant., now the Tavas. 
France. Indis ant., now the Dain. 
G&rmawy. Inda, 9th cent. The Inde near 

Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Norway. The Inda. 

2. Wiih the ending er. 
France, The Indrk Joins the Loire. 

The most widely spread root is the Sansc. 
op, Goth, ahva, Old High Gterm. aha, Old 
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Norse d, Ang.-Sax. ea, Lat. aquay &c. With 
the form ahva Fiirst connects Ahava as the 
name of a river in the district of Babylon, 
mentioned in Ezra, chap. 8, v. 21 — "Then 
I proclaimed a fast there at the river of 
Ahava'' But from the 15th verse it would 
rather seem that Ahava was a place and not 
a river — "and I gathered them together to 
the river that runneth to Ahava." The place 
might certainly, as in many other cases, take 
its name from the river on which it stood, 
but this is one step further into the dark. 
From the root ah or ap is formed Latin 
amnis, a river, corresponding, as Diefenbach 
suggests, with a Sansc. ahnas. Also the 
Celt, auwon, avon, ahhain, or amhain, of the 
same meaning, from the simple form found 
in Obs. Gael, ahh, water. The Old German 
aha, awa, ava, or a/a, signifying water 
or river, is added to many names of that 
country which are themselves probably of 
Celtic or other origin ; the form in Modem 
German is generally ach or aw. The ending 
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in a of some EngEsh rivers, as the Eotha, 
Bratha, &c., I have already suggested, 
chapter 3, may be from the same origin; 
this fOTm corresponds most nearly with the 
Scandinavian. There are one or two, as the 
Caldew in Cumberland, which seem to show 
the Germ, form au or ow. The ending ick 
or ock in several Scotch rivers, as the Ban- 
nock and the Errick, may be from a word of 
Bimilar meaning, most probably the obs. 
GaeL oich. 

I divide the widely spread forms from this 
root for convenience into two groups, op or 
av, and ack or oh. The relation between the 
consonants is shown in the Gr. ^iicico^^ Lat 
equus, Ang.-Sax. eo\ horse, three words sim- 
ilarly formed from one root. The European 
names in the following group I take to be 
most probably from the Celtic — ^the Asiatic, 
if they come in, must be referred to the 
Sanscrit, or a kindred and coeval tongue. 

1. JSngUmd. The Ive. Cumberland. 
Portugal, The AviA. 
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Asia Minor. 



Ipfa, 8th cent., now the Ipp — here? 
Hypius ant. — ^here 1 



2. With the ending en = Celtic cmwony cwon, abhavn^^ 
amhoMhy LaL atnnis. 



England. 






in England, Scotland, and Wales. 


Scotland. 


The Akon, near Edinburgh, also, 




but less correctly, called the Al- 




mond. 


France. 


The AvBN., Dep. Finist^re. 


Germany. 


Amana, 8th cent, now the Ohm. 


Hindoetan, 


Hypaios ant., now the Sutledge — 




here? 


Asia Minor 


. EvEmJS ant., now the Sandarli— - 




here? Amnias ant., probably 




here. 


Syria. 


Abana ant., now the Barrada — 




here? 


3. 


With the ending er. 


France. 


The AvBE. Dep. Eure. 


Germany. 


IVABUB, 2nd cent., now the Sal- 




zach. Epak(aha), 8th cent., now 




the Ebb(agh). 


Spain. 


Iberus ant., now the Ebbo. 


Thrace. 


Hebrus ant., now the Maritza. 


4. 


With the ending el. 


Fngland. 


The IvEL.* Somers. 


Germany. 


Apula, 9th cent The Appel(bach) 



* Ilcbeiter (=lTel-ohe8ter) situated on this rirer, is oalled in Ptolemy 
UchftUs, from which we may presnme that the river was called the Ischal, 
a word which would be a qmonyme of Ivel. 
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Hungary, The Ipolt or Eypel. Joins the 
Danube. 

5. W^Jth the ending es.* 

Germany, Ibisa, 8th cent. The Ips. 
Portugal, The Aviz. 
Sicily. Htpsas ant., now the BelicL 

Ulyria. Apsus ant., now the Beratinos. 

A related form to No. 2 of the above 
group I take to be am = Manx aon for avon, 

Enghmd, The Aune, Devonshire. The Ehen, 
Cumberland. The Inney, Com- 
walL 

Germcmy, The Aenus of Tacitus, now the 
Inn. The Ihna, Prussia. 

Greece, Oenus ant. — here % 

And I place here also a form annas^ 
which I take to be = Sansc. ahnaSy Latin 
amnis, 

India, The Annas. Gwalior. 

Germmiy, Anisa, 8th cent. The Ens in Austria. 

Fiedinont, The Anza. Joins the Tosa. 

In the other form ah, ach, tiiere may bq 
more admixture of ^ the German element. 



* It seems rather probable that the ending es in these names is not » 
mere sniBx. The Apsarub, ancient name of the Tchomk in Armenia, 
and the Ipsala. in Enrop. Turkey, by superadding the endings er and el, 
go to show this. We might perhaps presune a Sanso. word abhas or agpha$, 
with the meaning of rirer. 
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But tlie English names, I take it^ are all 

Celtic. The form ock comes nearest to the 

obs. Gael. oieh. 

1. Ungland. The Oclc, Berka. The Okb, Devon. 
^ScotkMid. ^e OicH, riyer and lake. The 
AWB, Argyle. The Eye, Berwicks. 
Frcmoe. The Ajl Dep. Nord. 
Germomy. The Aach and the Au. 
Holland. The Aa in Brabant. 
Rvs8ia, The Oka and the Aa. 
% With the ending el. 

Scotlcmd, The Oikell. Sutherland. 

AquiLk, 8th cent, now the Eichel. 



With the Sanscrit root ah or ap is to be 

connected Sanscrit amb% amhhds, water, 

whence Latin imher and Gr. oju^^pog. If the 

Abus of Ptolemy was the name of the river 

Humber, it contains the oldest and simplest 

form of the root. But the river is called 

the Humbre in the earliest Ang.-Sax. records. 

I class in this group also the forms in am 

and em. 

1. JBngUmd. The Ehme. Berkshire. 

StoUzeda/nd. The Emme. 

Holland. Ema, 1 0th ci, now the Eem— here ? 

Sweden. The TJmea. 
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Asia. 



1^ Emba, also called tibe Djem. 
With the ending en. 



. Stoit^rlcmd. Tke Emmen. Two riTers. 


3. 


With the ending er. 


Ungland. 


The HuMBEB. Htimbre, Cod. Dip. 




The Amber. Derbyshira 


Germa/ni/. 


Ambra^ 8th cent., how the AiCKEBy 






Italy. 


XJmbro ant., now the Ombrone. 


4. 


With tlie ending d. 


Enghmd. 


The Amble or Hamble. Hants. 




The Amele or Emelb, now the 




Mole, in Surrey. 


Germa/ny. 


The Hamel. Hanorer. 


Bdgium, 


Ambl(ava), 9th cent., now the Am- 




bl(eve). 


5. WUh the 


ending es, perhaps = Same, amhhas^ 




water. 


England. 


The Hamps. Stafford. 


France. 


The A MASSE. Joins the Loire. 


Germany. 


Amisia, 1st cent. The EMsin West- 




phalia. 




Emisa, 8ih cent. The Ems in Nadsao. 


6. 


With the ending St.* 


Asia. 


Ambastus ant. Now the Camboja. 



* This ending is not explained. Zenas, comparing the endingt er and 
it, snggests a comparative and xaperlatire, which is not probable. In the 
present, as in some other cases, I take it to be only a phonetic form of 88, 
and make Ambastas properly Ambassus. Bat in some other cases, as 
that of the Nestas, which compares with Sansc. nisUcu, iluid, it seems to 
be formative. 
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The whole of the above forms are to be 
traced back to the Sanscrit verb ah or amh, 
signifying to move ; and that probably to a 
more simple verb d. The Old Norse d, Ang.- 
Sax. edy water or river, contain then a root 
as primitive as language can show. We can 
resolve it into nothing simpler — ^we can trace 
it back to nothing older. And it is curious 
to note how the Latin aqua has, in the 
present French word eau, come round again 
once more to its primitive simplicity. Curious 
also to note to what phonetic proportions 
many of the words, as the Avon, the Hum- 
ber, &c., have grown, and yet without adding 
one particle of meaning, as I hold, to the 
primeval d. 

The root of the following group seems to 
be Sansc. ux or uks, to water, whence Welsh 
im/sg, Irish uisff. Old Belg. achaz, water or 
river. Hence also Eng. ooze^ and according 
to Eichoff {Parrallele des langues), also 
wash. 

1. England. The Axe, Devon. The Axb, Somers. 
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England The Ash, Wilts. Cod, Dip. Asce. 
The IsAOA^ or IscA (Ptolemy). The 

ExB. 
The EsK, Cumb. Eske, Yorks. 
The EsK, in Scotland, five rivers. 
The UsK, in Monmouthshire. 
France. The IsAa Dep. Mayenne. 
The EsQUE. Normandy. 
The AcHASE. Dauphin^. 
Germamf. Achaza, 10th cent, now the Eschaz. 
AcABSE^t 11th cent., now the Aze. 
The Ahse. Prossia. 
Motsia. (Escus ant. 
Asia, Ages ant (Herodotus), now the Oxus 

or Amou. 
Greece. Axius ant, now the Vardar in Mace- 
don.* Axus or Oaxes in Crete, 
still retains its name. 

2. With the ending en. 

Fram/ie. Axona ant. (Csesar.) Now theAiSNE. 

Aeia. Ascania ant. Two lakes, one in 

Phrygia, and the other in Bithynia. 

3. WUh the ending d. 

England. Uxella ant, (Richard of Cirences- 
ter), supposed to be the Parret 
The EsKLE, Hereford. 

Germa/ny. Iscala, 8th cent The Ischl. 
Ruaaia. The Oskol. Joins the Donetz. 



t This looks like a mistake for Acasse. 

* So that there is a river in Monmouth, and another in Blacedon. 
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4. With the ending er, 

France. Osoaka ant, now the Ousche. 
Belgium. Hisscab, 9th cent., seems not to be 
identified. 

I am inclined to bring in here tlie root is, 
respecting whicli Forstemann observes tbat 
it is "a word fonnd in river-names over a 
great part of Europe, but the etymology of 
whicli is as yet entirely unknown.'' I con- 
nect it with the above group, referring also 
to the Old Norse is motus, isia, proruere, as 
perhaps allied. I feel an uncertainty about 
bringing the name OusB either in this group 
or the last, for two at least of the rivers so 
called are so very tortuous in their course 
as to make us think of the Welsh osgo, 
obliquity. 

1. German^/. The Ise and the Eis(ach). 
Syria. Issus ant, now the Baias — ^here t 

2. With the ending en. 
Oermtmy. Isana, 8th cent. The Isen. 

3. Wiih the ending er. 

France. Isara, 1st cent B.C. The Isebb 
and the Oise.* 

* "Hysa nnno flavii f nomen est, qui ftntiqnitus Hyaara dicebatar." 
(Fcicuin. Gtst, Abb. Ldbiens.) This seems not improbably to refer to the 
Oise. 
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Germany. Isaba ant The Isab. 

4. With the ending d. 
Scotland. The Isla. Two rlTers. 
Frcmce, The Isol^. 

ffoRcmd. IsELA, 8th cent, now the Yssel. 
Spam. The Esla. 

5. With the ending ea. 
England The Isis, vulg. Ouse. 

6. Witii the ending et. 
Siberia. The Isset. Joins the ToboL 

7. In a campoimd form. 

The IsTEB, or Danube^ perhaps = Is-steb, from 
a word ster, a rirer, hereafter noticed. 

IsMENUS ant., in Beeotia. The ending seems to 
be firom a Celt word man or m^on, probably 
signifying water or river, and found in seve- 
ral other names, as the Idumania of Ptolemy, 
now the Blackwater, the Alcmona of Ger- 
many, now the Altmiihl, the Haliacmon of 
Macedonia^ now the Yistritza^ ifec 

Hesubbos, the ancient name of the Sutledge 
(Sansa udra, water), may also come in. 

From the Sansc. vd^ water — ^in comp. 

vdra, as in samudra^ the sea, i.e.^ collection 

of waters, (see also Hesudros above) — come 

Sansc. udon, Gr. ^vScop^ Slav, woda, Goth. 

wato, Germ, wasser, Eng. wateVy Lith. audra, 

fluctus, &c. 
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1. Itaty. Adua ant, now the AdiMu 
Bohemia. The Wat(awa). 

2. WUh the ending m^S<m9e.udonjWaier 9 
Frame. The Odok. 

Oennomy. AdenCoua), 10th oent, now the 
Adxn(au). 

3. WUh (he ending er=6erm. toaeeer, Eng. uxOer, 

England. The Odder and the Otter. 

The WoDER» Doraet. Woder, Cod. 

Dip. 
The Adttb in Sussex. 
The Yedba of Ftolemyinow theWear, 
according to Pott^ comes in here. 
Fra/nce. A tubus ant., now the Adour. 
AuDUBA ant.) new the Eube. 
Germany. Odora ant., now the Oder. 

Wetter(aha), 8th cent., now the 
Wetter,* 

4. Wi^ the. ending m,f 

Germany. Adraeta, 1st cent., now the Eder. 
Asia Minor. The Edrenos. Anc. Bhyndados. 

6. With the ending eL 

jRtiesia, The Yodla. Lake and river. 

* n, as Pott loggests, the Yedia of PtolemysEng. vmler, the Wetter 
would nfttnrally come in here ahM>. Bat some German writers, as Both 
and Welgand, connect it with Oerm. wetter, Eng. Vfeather, in the tense^ 
according to the flrst-named, of the river which is affected bj rain. 

t This ending maj either be formed by the addition of a phonetic «to 
the ending ar; or it may be from a word rtn, channel, liTer, hereafter 
noticed. 
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To the above root I also put a form in ed, 
corresponding with Welsh eddain, to flow, 
Ang.-Sax. edrCy a water-course, &c. 



Englcmd, 

BooUand. 
Frcmce. 



WUh the ending en. 
The Eden. Cumberland. Probably 

the Itima of Ptolemy. 
The Edsn and the Ythan. 
The Itok. Joins the Eure. 



2. 



Scoilomd. 
Oermmvy, 

Denma/rh 
England, 



4. 



WUh the ending er. 
The Ettr(ick). Joins the Tweed. 
Eitbr(aha), 8th cent TheErrB(AOH)* 
the EmER(ACH)^ and the Atter- 
(aoh). 
EmoBA ant., now the Eideb. 
With the ending d. 
The Idle. Kotts. 
With ihe endmg ea, 
Idasa, 11th cent., now the Itz. 

With the above may perhaps also be 
classed the Celtic and or anly\ to which 
Mono, {Die GaUische sprache), gives the 
meaning of water. 

1. England. The Ant. Norfolk 

* The Scotch Ettkiok and the Germ. Ettraoh X take to be qrnoni- 
mons, though the ending in one case is German, and in the other probablj 
Gaelic (Seep, 25) 

t Hence perhaps Anitabha [dbha, water), the Saasc name of a ilrer, 
not Identiiled, in India. 
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2. With the ending en. 
Englcmd. The Ajtton.* Hant& 

3. With the ending er. 

Frcmce, Andbia ant Now the Lindre. 

L With the ending el. 

Frcmce. The Andelle. Joins the Seina 

Oermmvy. ANTni(AHA), 10th cent., now the 
Andel(at7). 

To the Celt, \dvhry Welsh dwfvy water, 
are by common consent referred the names 
in the second division of the undermen- 
tioned. But the forms dvb^ duv, which in 
accordance with the general system here ad- 
vocated, I take to be the older and simpler 
form of the word, are, by Zeuss {Gramm. 
CeU)y as well as most English writers, re- 
ferred to Welsh du, Gael duhh, black. 

1. EngUmd, The Dove. Staffordshire. 

The Dow. Yorkshire. 
Wake. ToBius ant., now the Towy. 

The DovY, Merioneth. 
Frcmce. Dubis ant., now the Doubs. 

The Doux, joins the BhinQ. 



* TftcitoB gives this name to the Avon— in mistake, as the Editor of 
Smith's Ancient Geographj suggests. Knt wnkn and cnon seem to have 
been sjmonimons words for a river. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPELLATIVES. 



37 



2. With the endmg er, farming the Celtic dubrj 

Wdsh dw/r* 
Irdand, Dobub ant., retains its namct 
Frcmce. The Touvbe. 
Germamy, Dubra, 8th cent, now the Taubeb. 
The Daubr(awa), Bohemia, 

3. With the ending es. 
Euaaia. The Dttbissa. 

Another Celtic word for water is dur, 
which, however, seems more common in the 
names of towns (situated upon waters), than 
in the names of rivers. Is this word formed 
by^Tncope from the last, as duher^dur? 
Or is it directly from the root of the Sansc. 
drd or dur, to move 1 



1. Englomd. 


The DuBBA. ComwalL 


Oermcmy, 


Aov/5a9, Strabo, now the Uler or the 




IsdX. 


SwUz. 


DuBA, 9th cent. The Thub.J 


Italy. 


DuBTA ant., now the Doba. 




TxjBBUS ant,, now the Tobbb. 


Spain. 


DuBius ant., now the Doubo. 


Euada. 


The Tuba. Siberia. 




The TuBiJA. Russ. Poland. 



* Hence the name of Dover, anc. Bnbris, according to Blduurd of 
Cirencester, from the small stream which there falls into the sea. 
t Where is this rirer, cited by Zenss, {Gramm, Celt.) t 
t Hence probably the name of Zarich, ant. Toricnm. 
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2. WiA lAd endir^ en. 

Fr<Mc$. DuBANius anty now the Dobboone. 

In this chapter is to be included the 
root ar^ respecting which I quote the fol- 
lowing remarks of Forstemann. " The mean- 
ing of river, water, must have belonged to 
this wide-spread root, though I never find 
it applied as an appellative, apart from the 
obsolete Dutch word aar^ which Pott pro- 
duces. I also nowhere find even an attempt 
to explain the following river-names from 
any root, and know so little as scarcely to 
make a passing suggestion ; even the Sans- 
crit itself shows me no likely word approach- 
ing it, unless perhaps we think of ara, swift 
{Petershurger Worterhtichy 

The root, I apprehend, like that of most 
other river-names, is to be found in a verb 
signifying to move, to go — ^the Sansc. ar, ir 
or ur, Lat ire, errare, &a And we are not 
without an additional trace of the s^ise we 
want, as the Basque has ur, water, errio, a 
river, and the Hung, has er, a brook. The 
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sense ci swiftness^ as found in Sansc. ara, 
may perhaps intermix in the following names. 
But there is also a word of precisely op- 
posite meaning, the Gael ar, slow, whence 
Armstrong, with considerable reason, derives 
the name of the Arar (or Saone), a river 
noted above all others for the slowness of 
its course. , Eespecting this word as a termi- 
nation see page 11. 

TheABftow,Badnor. TheABBOw, 

Worcester. 
The Obb. Joins the Aide. 
Abbow, lake and riyer, Sligo. 
The AiTBAT. Dep. Morbihan. 
Ara, 8th cent. The Ahb, near 

Bonn, the Ohbe, which joins 

the Elbe, and the Ohbe in Thur- 

ingia, had all the same ancient 

name of Ara. 
trB(AHA), 10th cent., now the 

Aub(aob). 
Aba, ant. The Aab. 
The Eba. Joins the Amo. 
TJBitTS ant., now the Kio Tinte. 
Oabus (Herodotus), perhaps the 

Volga. 

WUh the ending en. 
The Abun, Sussex. 



IreiUmd. 
France. 



SwvtzerUmd. 
Italy. 
Spain. 
Btiaeia. 



Bnghmd. 
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Scotland. 

Ireland, 

Qtrmany, 



Tuscany. 



The OBEm and the Eabhe. 
The Ebne, Ulster. 
OoBANAy 8th cent., now the Osbe. 
Abn(afe), 8th cent^ (op, water), 

now the Ebft. 
The Ohbn. Wirtemberg. 
Abnus ant. The Abho. 



With the ending d. 

Ebl(aha), 11th cent. The Ebla. 

TJbula, 9th cent. The Esl. 

Abla, 10th cent. The Abl. 

The Obla. Joins the Saale. 

The Ablt. 
Atut. Slavonia. The Obly{ava}. 
Russia. The ITbal and the Obl(tk}. 

From dr and ur, to move, the Sanscrit 
forms arch and urj^ witli the same meaning, 
but perhaps in a rather more intense degree, 
if we may judge by some of the derivatives, 
as Lat. urgeOf &c. In two of the three ap- 
pellatives which I find, the Basque errecay 
brook, and the Lettish urga^ torrent, we may 
trace this sense ; but in the third, Mord- 
vinian (a Finnish dialect), erke^ lake, it is 
altogether wanting. And on the whole, I 
cannot find it borne out in the rivers quoted 
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below. Perhaps the Obs. Gael arg, white, 
which has been generally adduced as the 
etymon of these names, may intermix. 

1. Enfiaaid, The Abke. Yorkshire. 

The Ire. Lancashire. 
Frcmce, The Oubcjq. Dep. Aisne. 

The Oboe and the Asa 
Bdgium, The Hebk. Proy. limburg. 
Sa/rdmia, The Afia Joins the Isere. 
Spain. The Abqa. Joins the Aragon. 

Armeniob. Abaqus ant, now the Abak. 

2. WUh the endirig en. 
Germcmy. Abguna, 8th cent. The Abgen. 
Btwaia. The Abgun. Two rivers. 
Spain. The Abagon. . Joins the Ebro. 

3. With the ending et. 

Siberia. The Ibkut. Joins the Angara. 

4. With the ending ea. 
Frcmce. The Arques. 

Rueeia. The iBomz. Two rivers. 

5. With the ending efnaJ^ 

Gemumy. Abgenza, 9th cent., now the Ergebs. 

From the Sansc. W, to flow, Gr. ^«», Lat. 
Tigo (often applied to rivers — ^''Qua Ister 
Getas rigat,'' TibuUus), Sansc. HnaSy fluid, 
Old Sax. riha, a torrent, Ang.-Sax. regeuj 

* Perhaps formed from es by a phonetic n. 
P 
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Bbg. ram^ Slav. rSJcOy ^ etteam, Welsh rk% 
rapid. r^iea% r^ein, a^str^tm, &o^ we get the 
foUowujg group. The river EegenBei^haim 
derives from Germ, regm, rain, in i^e^nce 
to the unusual amount of rain-fall which 
occurs in the Bohmer-wald, where it has its 
source. Butmaim derives it fitom Wend, and 
Slav. rSka^ a stream, coi:mecting its name 
also with that of the Ehine, Both these 
derivations I think rather too narrow. 

With respect to the Ehine I quote the 
following opioioms. Armstrong derives it 
from Celt, reidh-an, a smooth water, thafla 
which nothing can be more unstiitable — ^the 
characteristic of the river, as noticed by all 
observers, from Csesar and Tacitus down- 
wards — ^being that of rapidity. Donaldson 
compares it with Old Norse renna, fluere, 
and makes Rhine = Anglo-Saxon rin, cursus 
aquse. Grimm {Deutsch. Gramm.) compares 
it with Goth, hrains, pure, clear, and thinks 
that "in any case we must dismiss the deri- 
vation fron^ rinnan, fluere.'' Zeuss and Fors- 
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nev^rtWess^ all tihre^ agree in thiiikmg thai 
ti^ i3li,me IB of Celtic origin. Th^ nearest 
word) ^ it Beems to me, is Welsh rhmn^ 
rhm^ a Btreato^ cognate trith SaiUBa rina^ 
fluid, Old Norse r^rmOf fluere, alid (as I 
suppose), with Gk)th, hrcdTi^, pitfe. 

1. England. The Rea. Worcteter. 

The Wrey. Devonshire. 
Irekmd, The RtE. Joins the Liffey. 
Getrrtarhp, The Reg(a. Pbmerania. 
fftMetad, The Begoe. Joins the Vecht. 
Spcdn. The Riga. Pyrenees. 

Russia, Rha ant., now the VolgA. 

2. F«^^ «Ab ending en. 
Germany. Regin, 9th cent. The Regen. 

Rhenus, 1st cent. B.O. The Rhine. 

The Rhin. Joins the Havel. 

The RnmE. A small stream near 

Norwa/y. The Reen. 

Italy. ^e !RE«fO by Bologna. 

AsiaU Eu96. The RmoN) ant. t^hasis. 

The SansG. /^ to w^t, tiaoisten, spreads into 
many forms through the Indo-European lan- 
guages. I divide them for convenience into 
two groups, and take first Lai Uqueo, Old 
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Norse leJca, Ang.-Sax. lecan (stillare, rigare), 
Gael, and Ir. U, sea, Gael, lia, Welsh Ui, 
Uion, a stream. Most of the following names^ 
I take it^ are Celtic. I am not sure that the 
sense of stillness or clearness does not enter 
somewhat into the two following groups. 

1. England. The Lee. Gheahire. 

The Leaoh. Gloucestershire. 
Itdcmd, The Lee. Two rivers. 
Getmomy. Licus, 2n(l cent, now the Lech. 

LiA, 8th cent., now the Luhe. 
France. Leqia, 10th cent., now the Lys.* 
Belgium, The Leck. Joins the Maas. 
Hindostan. The Lye. Bengal 

2. WUh the ending en = Welsh Uion^ a stream. 
England, The Leen. Notts. 
Scotland. The Lyon and the Lyne. 
France. The Liqne. Dep. Ard^he. 

3. With the ending er. 

England. The Legee by Leicester, now the 

Soar. 
France. Ligeb ant The Loire. 

The Legbe. Dep. Oironde. 

For the second group I take Lat. Zaw, lvx>^ 
Old Norse lauga^ lavare, Anglo-Saxon la/g% 

* I do not in thia case make any aooonnt of the spelling ; the name ii 
jost the same aa our Lee, and the idea of lys, a lilj, if no doubt onlj f>*?- 
gested bj the similaiity of lonnd. 
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HoUand. 
Finland, 



water, Gael 2o, water, Gael and Ir. hin, 
stream. In this group there may perhaps 
be something more of the German element, 
e. g.f in the rivers of Scandinavia. 

1. JBnglcmd. The Lug. Hereford. 
Wales. The Loos. Two rivers. 

France. The Loue. Dep. Haute Yienne. 

Louch(aha), 1 1th cent. The Lauoha. 

LouA, 10th cent., not identifiecL 

The Lave. 

The LuQA or Louga. 

With the ending en. 

The LuNE. Lancashire. 

The Laebte. ComwalL 

The Leven. Two rivers. 

The Leven. Two rivers. 

The Lagak, near Belfast. 

LxTKA ant., now the Loing. 

Logan(aha), 8th cent., now the 

Lahk. 
The LowKA in Prussia. 
The LouGAN. Joins the Glommen. 
The LouvEN. Stift Christiania. 
The LuGAK. 
TheLAViNa 
The lake Lugako. 
the Loony-— here 1 
With the ending er. 
The LuGAB. Ayr. 
The Lloughob. Glamorgan. 



Scoikmd, 

Ireland. 

France. 



NoTwa/y. 

Russia. 
Italy. 



3. 



Scodamd, 
Wales. 
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To tLe above root I also pkoe the fol- 
lowing, (X>rra3poiidiiig more diatinctly with 
Welsh U^Oy to pottr. 

L Ireland. The LiFFEt by DaUin. 

German^/. Luppia, 1st oent. The Lippb. 
The Lip(ka). Bohemia. 
2. With the tncKng ef . 

Ei^gland. The LiVer» Ocnu^TmlL 

ScoUm^. The LitBlt» Argyle. 

Ireland. The Liffab. 

More remotely with the Sansc. It, liquere, 
and directly with Welsh Ueithio, to moisten, 
Uyddo, to poiir, Gael lith^ a pool, smooth 
water, Goth, leiihus, Ang.-Sax, lidh, liquor, 
poculum, potu9, 1 connect the following* The 
rivers themselves hardly seem to bear out 
the special idea of smoothness, which we 
might be apt to infer from the root, and 
from the character of the mythological river 
Lethe. 

1. England. The Lm. Joins the Tatnar. 

Scotland. The LbtTH. Co. Edinburgh. 

Walea. The Laith, ho^ called the Dyfr. 

Germany. Lrr(AHA)) 11th cent. TheLEItH^ 

Stoeden. The Lidjl 

Hungary. The Leitha. Joins the Danube. 
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Aiunifinor, 


) 




Thwciiy. 


\ L]s^^^^^s ant., three rivers — ^here % 




Grete. 


J 


3, 




Wiikibfimidin^^ 




Eif^glamd,. 


The LiDDBN (ted^ Coi^ Dip.} 
Worcester. 




SooOand, 


The LioTRAN. Peebles. 


3. 




Wia^Ufsendmg^. 




^Qf^Umi. 


The LdodiiSI. Joins the Esk 



From tho Saoac. «i, to move, comes ntvan, 
water^ aorreaponding with the Mod Greek 
v^v of the same meaning.^ And that the 
Greek vord is no new importation into that 
language, we may judge by the name of 
Nerens, % water-god, the son of Neptmie, 
The Gr. vamy fluo, the Gael, nighy to, bathe, 
to wash, and the Obs. Gael wear, water, a 
river, show a close relationship ; the Heb. 
nhavy a river, also seems to be allied.. Com- 
pare the Nore, a name giv^i to part of the 
estuary of the Thames^ with the Narra^ the 
name of the two branches by which the In* 
dus flows into the sea. Also with the Nhaa:- 
awan, an ancient canal from the Tigris to- 
wards the Persian Gulf And* with the 
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Ciirisclie Nehning, a strip of land which 
separates tiie lagoon called the Curische Haf 
in Prussia from the waters of the Baltic. On 
this name Mr. Winning remisa^ks,* " I offer 
the conjecture that the word nehrung ia 
equivalent to our break-water, and that it is 
derived from the Sabine (or Old Prussian) 
term neriene^ strength, bravery.'^ I should 
propose to give it a meaning analagous, but 
rather different — deriving it from the word 
in question, nar or ner^ water, and some 
equivalent of Old Norse engia, coarctare, 
making nehrung to signify " that which con- 
fines the waters'^ (of the lake). In all these 
cases there is something of the sense of an 
estuary, or of a channel communicating with 
the sea — ^the Curische Haf being a large 
lagoon which receives the river Niemen, and 
discharges it by an outlet into the Baltic. 
The following names I take to be for the 
most part of Celtic origin. 

* Maniul of CompanUve Philology. 
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1. England. The Now. Derbyshire. 

The Nab. Norfolk. 
The NoBE, part of the estuary oi 
the Thames. 
Ireland. Neagh. A lake^ Ulster. 

NoRE. Joins the Shannon. 
Germany, Nob(aha), 8th cent., also called 

the Naha. 
Ital^. Nab,* ant The Neba. 

Spain. The Nebja. Malaga. 

Btusia. The NAB(oyA), and the Nabew. 

Ewrop, Twrhey. Nabo ant., now the Nabenta. 
MaurtUmia. NiA ant., now the Senegal — ^here ? 
Hindostan. Nabba, two branches of the 
Indus — ^here ? 

2. With ihe ending en,^Sa/nac. n^ram^ VHOer 9 
Ulyria. The Nabon. 

Scotland. The Naben or Naibn. 

.3. With the ending es. 

Germany. The Neebs. Bhen. Pnzss. 

From the Sansc. ni, to move, Gael nigh, 
to bathe, to wash, comes, I apprehend, the 
Welsh nannaw, nennig, nant, a small stream. 
England The Nene or Nen. Northampton. 

The Nent. Cumberland. 
Ireland. The Nenaqh. Joins the Shannoxu 
France. The Nennt. 



* mebuhr derires this name from a Sabine word lignifTing snlpfaiuv 
wblch li largely contained in iti iraters, Mr. Chamock snggestf the 
.PlicHi. naharo, a riTer. 
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Closely allied to nt, to move, I take to be 
Sansc. niVy to flow, Welsh nqfio, to swim, to 
float,wlience the names imdermentioned. The 
Noviiis of Ptolemy, supposed to be the Nith, 
if not a false rendering, might come m here. 



1. 


Frcmce. 


The NiVE. Joins the Adour. 




Germany. 


Naba, 1st cent., now the Naab in 
Bavaria. 




EMani. 


Naba or Nava, 1st cent., now the 
Nahe or Nave. 




Spain, 


The Navia. Falls into the Bay of 
Biscay. 




Russia, 


The Neva and the Neiva. 




Hindostcm. 


The Naaf, Falls into the Bay of 
Bengal 


2. 




With the ending en. 




Persia. 


The Nabon. Prov. Fars. 




Buss. Pol. 


The Niemen.* 


3. 




With the ending er. 




Scotland. 


The Naver. River and lake. 




Wales. 


The Neveb. MerionetL 




France, 


Niveris ant., now the Nievbil 




DamA. Prov. Naparis (Herodotus), supposed to 






be the Ardisch. 


4. 




With the ending d. 




Framce and 
Spam. 


K The NivELLK. Pyrenees. 



* Niemen may perhaps=.I^ieTen— «t for v, m in Amon for Atod, p. i 
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HclUmd, Nabalib (Tadtiis), by some thotiglit 
to be the Yssel. 

6. With the ending es. 

Scotland, The Nevis. Eises on Ben Nevis. 

From the same root, nt, to move, and 

closely comiected with the last group, I take 

to be Sansc. nis, to flow, to water. Zeuss 

{Die Deutschen) takes the word, as far as it 

relates to the rivers* of Germany, to be of 

Slavonic origin. It appears to be the word 

fomid as the second part of some Slavonic 

river-names, as the Yalomnitza But it is 

also both Celtic and Teutonic, for the Ar- 

morican has naoz, a brook, and the Grerman 

has nasZy wet, ndsseriy to be wet. 

1. Scotland. The Ness. Biver and lake. 

Germcmy, Nisa, 11th cent The Nbisse, two 
rivers, both of which join the Oder. 
Servia. The Niss(ava). Joins the Morava. 
Sicily, The Nisi. 

2 With the ending st* 

France, The Nestb. Hautes P^nees. 
Thrace, Nestus ant. 



* Perhaps to be found in Sanao. tUttas, wet, flnid. Here we get some- 
thing of a due to Eng. " nasty/' the original meaning of which has no 
doubt been nothing but water ** in the wi^ong place. ' 
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From the Greek vaw, fluo, comes vajua, 
a stream, va/nanaiov ^vScop, nmning water. 
Hence seems to be Namadus, the name 
given by the Greek geographers to the Ner- 
budda of India. 

Another form which I take to be derived 
from the above Sanscrit root nt, by the pre- 
fix $, is Sansc. snu, fluere, stillare, (whence 
Germ, schnee, Eng. snow, &c.) 

Oermomy. Znuuia, lltb cent., now the Schnei. 
Utissia, The Zna or Tzna. 

A derivative form is the Grael. and Ir. 

snidh or snith, to ooze through, distil, Obs. 

Gael and Ir. snuadh, to flow, and snuadh, a 

river, whence I take the following. Forste- 

mann refers to Old High German snidan. 

Modern Grerma?^ ^chneiden, to divide, in the 

sense of a bomidary, which is a root suitable 

enough in itself though I think it ought to 

yield the preference to the direct sense of 

water. 

England. The Sntte. Leicestershire. 
Germanj/. SNBn)(BACH), 8th cent., aeenut to be 
now called the Aue. 
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Otfmomy. SBai>(iHA), 9tli o^t, now the Schmi- 
PA, which joins the Daaube. For 
Snidaha? 

The form mid or snith introduces the form 
nid or niih, and suggests the enquiry whe- 
ther that may not also be a word signifying 
water, Donaldson, {yarronianus)^ referring 
to a word Nethuns, *^fo\md on a Tuscan 
mirror over a figure manifestly intended for 
Neptime," observes that " there can be little 
doubt that neihu means water in the Tuscan 
language/* Assuming the correctness of the 
premises, I think that this must be the case; 
and that as the Naiades (water-nymphs), 
contain the Greek va(a ; as Nereus (a water- 
god), contains the word ner before referred 
to ; as Neptune contains the Greek vlirrio^ in 
each case involving the signification of water, 
so Nethuns ( = Neptimus) must contain a re- 
lated word neth or nethun of the same mean- 
ing. Also that this word comes in its place 
here, as a derivative of the root rd^ and aa a 
corresponding form to the Celtic snidh or 
aniih. 
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There are, however, two other meanings 
which might intermix in the following names; 
the one is that suggested by Baxter, viz., 
Welsh nyddu, to turn or twist, in the sense 
of tortuousness ; and the other is Old Norse 
nidr, fremor, strepitus. 



L England, The NmD. Yorkshire. 

ScoUcmd, The Nith. Dumfriesshire. 

Wales, The Neath. Glamorgan. 

Frcmce, The Nied. Joimi the Sarre. 

Belgium. The Nethe. Joins the RuppeL 

Germany, Nida, 8th cent., now the NmDA. 

The Nethe. Joins the Weser. 

Nonoay, The Nu)A- 

Poland. The NmDA. 

Greece, Neda ant., now the Bnzi in Elis. 

2. With the ending en, 
Scotland, The Nethan. Lesmahago. 

3. With the ending m (see note p. 34.^ 
Germanvy, Nitorne, 9th cent., now the NmDBR. 

There can hardly be a doubt that the 
words 5ar, 5or, 5ur, so widely spread in the 
names of rivers, are to be traced to the Sansc. 
5ar, 57*1, to move, to go, sru^ to flow, whence 
5ara5, water, sarit, srota, river. The Permic 
and two kindred dialects of the Finnic class 
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have the simple form sor or sur^ a river, and 
the GaeKc and Irish have the derived form 
srathy to flow, sroihy sruih, river. In the names 
Sorg, Sark, Sarco, I rather take the guttural 
to have accrued. 

1. Engl<md» The Scab. Leicester. 

The Sabk, forms the boundary be* 
tween England and Scotland. 
Frcmce, The Sbrre. Joins the Oise. 
Germcmy, Sabayus ant., now the Saab. 

SoBAHA, 8th cent, a small stream 
seemingly now unnamed. 

SuBA, 7th cent. The Sube and the 
Sub. 

The SoBG. Prussia. 
SwUzerlcmd, The Sabe and the Sub. 
Norway, The Suba. 
Euaaia, The Suba. Joins the Yolga. 

The Syib, Mis into Lake Ladoga. 
LonJbovrdy. The Sebio. Joins the Adda. 

The Sebchio or Sabco. 
Portugal, The Soba. Joins the Tagos. 
Asia. Sebus ant., now the Meinam. 

Asia Minor, Sabus ant, now the Sihon. 
India. Sabatu* ant, now the Sardju. 

* " One of the sacred rlTera of India, a liver mentioned in the Veda, 
and famooB in the epic poems as the xiTer of Ayodhyd^ one of the earliest 
capital! of India, the modern Oade."— Jfofe MUkr, SdUncs qf Lorngvaqt,, . 
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Armenia. Abius* ant, naw t&e Heri Bud. 
2. With the ending en, 

France, The Seran. Joins the Bhone. 
The Seraik. Joins the Yonne. 
Oermaaiy, Bobna, 8th cent. The Zobn. 
Swvtzerlomd. The Suben. Cant. Aai^u. 
Naples, Sabnus ant The Sabno. 
Persia. Sabnius ant.^ now the Atrek. 

The form saras^ water, seems to be found 
in the following two names^ 

L With the ending en. 

FramM, The Sabsonne. Dep. Gon^ze. 
2. Comp<yimded with waii = Golhy toeUo, water, 

India, The Sabaswati, which still retains its 
ancient name. 

And the Sansc. sarit, GaeL and Ir. sroth, 
sruth, a river, seem to be foimd in the fol- 
lowing. 

Ireland, The Swobds river near Dublin. 

France. The Sabthe. Joins the Mayenne. 

Galicia. The Sebeix Joins the Dniester. 

MMama. The Sebeth. Ant. Ararus. 

Russia. The SABAT(oyKA).t Got. Sarator. 

• I pUee this here on the authority of Hax MtUler, who, pointiiig out 
that the initial h in Persian corresponds with a Sanscrit 8, thinks that the 
river Sarayu may have giren the name to the river Arias or Heri, and ta 
the conntey of Herat 

t This name seems formed at thrioe-^first 8arit<»then or, (perhspv 
HIT rlmMastly, the Slavish affisAw. 
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It would seem that the foregoing forms 
sriy sru, srot, sometimes take a phonetic t^ 
and become stri, stru, strot. Thus one 
Celtic dialect, the Armorican, changes sur 
into ster, and another, the Cornish, changes 
sruth into struth — both words signifying a 
river. But indeed the natural tendency 
towards it is too obvious to require much 
comment. Hence we may take the names 
Stry and Streu. But is the form Stur from 
this source also 1 Forstemann finds an ety- 
mon in Old High German stur, Old Norse 
stdr, great. This may obtain in the case of 
some of the rivers of Scandinavia, but is 
hardly suited for those of England and 
Italy, none of which are large. The root, 
moreover, seems too widely spread, if, as I 
suspect, it is this which forms the ending of 
many ancient names, as the Cayster, jthe 
Cestrus, the Alster, Elster, Ister, Danastris, 
&c. The Armorican ster, a river, seems to 
be the word most nearly concerned. 
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1. The farm Hr^, ttru, Biur. 

Englcmd. Stubius (Ptolemy). The Stoub. 
There are six rivers of this name. 





Germany, 






Holstdn. 


Sturta, 10th oent^ The Bi?^ 




Itdy. 


SruHJ^ two rivem 


'7)cwt^^ 




Storas (Strabo^ now the Astura. 


^>^ 


Au8t,-Pd<mcL The Stbt. Joins the Dniester. 






The Styb. Joins the lUpet 


2 




The form Hrutk 




EngUmd. 


The Btboud. Glouoester. 
The Stobt. Eisez. 




Oermomy. 


here, as £ur as the ending 8inU is 



^WJ^'' 



From the Sanscrit root m, liquere, come 
Sansc. sava, water. Old High German $oti, 
^ua ^^^"-^^^ La*^ succus, moistune, GaeL sUgh, a wave, 
^'^ &c. ; (on the apparent resemblance betwe^i 

Sansc. sava^ water, and Goth, saivs, sea, 
Diefenbach observes, we must not build). 
Haace I take to be the following; but a 
word very liable to intermix is Gael. $ogh, 
tranquil ; and where the character of still- 
ness is very marked, I have taken them 
under that head. 
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Irelcmd. 
France. 



Gerrmny. 
Russia, 



The Sow. Warwickahire. 
The Succ. Joins the Shannon. 
The Save. Joins the Garonne. 
Basis, l«tcent. RO., now the Sambre. 
Savus ant. The Save or Sau. 
The SoYie. Joins the Elbe. 
The Seva. 
The Satio. 
The Sieve. 



Pont. States. 

Joins the Amo. 
With the ending en. 
The Sayena or Saoka. Piedmont. 
The Sevan. Lake. 
With the ending er. 
Ssviatus ant l^jie Suibb. 
Seviba, 9th cent.':. The Zeter. 
The Sevrb. Two rivers. 
SuoRO ant. The Xuoae. 
The Sabob. 

4. With the ending m (see note p. 34). 
England. Sabrika ant The Severn. 

The Sevron. Dep. Sa6ne-et-Loire. 
The Savban(ka). Gov. Podolia. 

5, With ihe ending es, 
Lombao'dy. The Savezo near Milano. 

In the Sanscrit mi^, to flow, to pour. Old 
Norse m^a, scaturire, Anglo-Saxon migmt, 
mihan, to water, Sansc. maighas, rain. Old 
Norse mtgandiy a torrent — ("unde," says 
Haldorsen, " nomina propria multorum tor- 



Itdy. 
Armenia, 

IreUmd 

Oermany, 

Fra/nee, 

Spam, 

P^orttbgal, 



Framsce, 
B.USS, Pd, 
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rentium"), Obs. Gael and Ir. machd, a wave, 
I jfind the root of the following. Most of the 
names are no doubt from the Celjbic, though 
the traces of the root are more faint in that 
tongue than in the Teutonic. This I take 
to be the word, which in the forms nria, and 
man or men, forms the ending of several 
river-names. 



L Scotland* 
Irdomd. 
Wales. 
Fra/jfbce, 
Siberia, 
India. 



2. 



England. 



Ireland. 

France. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

Sardima. 

Siberia. 

India. 



Italy. 



The May. Pertlishire. 
The Matg and the MoY. 
The May and the Maw. 
The May. 

The Maia« Joins the Aldon. 
The Mhyk Bombay. 
With the ending en. 
The Mawn. Notts. 
TheMEON. Hants. (Me6n e4, Cod 

Dip.) 
Th^ Main and the Moyne. 
The Maine. Two rivers. 
The Mehaigne. Joins the Scheldt. 
MoENus ant. The Main. 
The Maina. Joins the Po. 
The Main. Joins the Anadyr. 
The Megna. Prov. Bengal 
The Mahanuddy — here ? 
With the ending er. 
The Magra. Falls into the Gulf ox 
Genoa. 
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4. With the ending el, 
England, The Meal. Shropshire. 
Defimuvrk The Miele. Falls into the German 

Ocean. 

5. With the ending at* 

Asia Minor. The Maoestus. Joins the Bhynd- 
acus. 

* From the root mt, to flow, come also Sansc. 

mtras, Lat. mare^ Goth, rnarei, Ang.-Sax. 

mSr, Grerm. meer, Welsh mar, mor, Gael. 

and Ir. muir, Slav, morie, &c., sea or lake. 

I should be more inclined however to derive 

most of the following from the cognate 

Sansc. mcerj, to wash, to water, Lat. merge, 

&c. Also, the Celtic mv/rg, in the more 

definite sense of a morass, may come in for 

some of the forms. 

1. France. The Moboe. Dep. Islre. 

Germcmy. Mabus (Tadtos). The Mabch, 
Slay. Mob(ava). 
MuoRA, 8th cent. The Muhb. 
MuBBA, 10th cent. The Mubb. 
Bdgium. Muboa, 7th cent. The Mubq. 
The Mabk. Joins the Scheldt. 
Stoitzerland. The Mubg. Cant. Thurgau. 
Sardinia. The Moba. Diy. Novara. 

* See note p. 29. 
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2. 



Servia. 
Italy. 

India, 

Irdand. 
Germant/. 



EngUmd. 
Germa/ny, 
Dacia, 



Mabcfus ant The Morava. 

The Marbochia. Pont. States — 

here? 
The Mebgui — ^here 1 
WUh the ending en. 
The MouBNB. Ulster. 
Marne, 11th cent., now the Mare. 
Merina, 11th cent. The Morn. * 

With the ending 00. 
The Mersey. Lancashire. 
MuoRizA, 10th cent The MuRZ. 
Marisus ant The Marosch. 
MARSYAsant 

Another form of Souse. marj\ to wet, to 
wash, is may\ whence I take the following. 
Irehnd. Mask, a lake in Gonnaught 
StuHa. The MosK(yA), bj Moscow, to whidi 
it gives the name. 

From the Sanscrit vag or vah, to move^ 
comes vahas, conrae, flux, current, cognate 
with which are Goth. wegSy Germ, woffe, Eng. 
wave, &a An allied Celtic word is foimd as 
the ending of many British river-naimes, as 
the Conway, the Medway, the Muthvey, the 
Elwy, &c. Hence I take to be the following, 
in the sense of water or river. 
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I. England. The Wby. Dorset. 
The Wey. Surrey. 
Hungary. The Waag. Joins the Danube. 
Hussia. The Yaoa. Joins the Dwina. 

The Vagai and the Vakh in Siberia. 
* In^ia. The Yatah. Madra& 

3. With the ending en. 

England. The Waveney. Nor£ and Suffolk. 

3. With the ending er. 
England. The Waveb. Cumberland. 

4. With the ending eL 
Netherlands. Vahalis, Ist cent RC. The Waal. 

5. With the ending ee^Sanee. vahae ? 
France. Vogesus ant. The Vosges. 

An allied form to tlie above is found in 
Sansc. v% vtc, to move, Lat. via, &c., and to 
which I put the following. 

1. England. The Wye. Monmouthshire. 
Scotland. The Wick. Caithness. 
France. The Vie. Two rivers. 
Evseia. The YiG. Forms lake Yigo. 

2. WOk (he ending en. 
France. Yigenna ant The Yienne. 
Gemumy. The Wflor, which gives the name to 

Vienna^ (Germ. Wien). 

3. WiJth the ending er. 
Switzerland. The Wigger. Cant Lucerne. 
France. The Vegre. Dep. Sarthe. 

^e ViAUR — probably here. 
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Pdcmd. The Wbgier(ka). 

India. The Vegiaub, Madras — ^here ? 

Formed on the root viy to move, is proba- 
bly also the Sansc. vip or vaip^ to move, to 
agitate, Latin vibrarey perhaps vivere^ Old 
Norse vippa^ vipra, gyrare, Eng. viper, &c. 
I cannot trace in the followiDg the sense of 
rapidity, which we might suspect from the 
root. Nor yet with sufl&cient distinctness the 
sense of tortuousness, so strongly brought 
out in some of its derivatives. 

1. WUh the ending er. 
England. The Weaveb. Cheshire. 

The Vever. Devonshire. 
Oermany. Wippera, 10th cent. The Wippbr 
(two rivers), and the Wuppbe. 

2. With the ending es. 

India. Vipasa, the Sanscrit name of the 



Sfjoitzerland. ViBSicus ant. (properly Vibissus f) 
The Veveyse by Vevay. 

From the root vip, to move, taking the 
prefix 8, is formed swip, which I have dealt 
with in the next chapter. 

In the Sansc. par, to move, we find the 
root of Gael heathra (pronounced beara). 
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Old Celt. beVy water, Pers. haran, rain, &c., 
to which I plaxje the following. 

1. Englcmd. The Bebb. Dorset. 

Irdcmd, Barous (Ptolemy). The Babbow. 
Frcmce. The Bab. Dep. Ardennes. 

The Bebbe. Dep. Aude. 
Oermomy. The Bahb^ the Bshb, the Behbe, 
the Paab. ; 

2L WHik the endmg en. 

Bohemia. The Bbbaun near Prague. 

India. The Behbxtk. 

Euaaia. The Pebnau. OulfofEiga. 

From the Sansc. plu, to flow, Lat. plito 

Bud Jluo, come Sansc. plavas, flux, Lat. pin- 

via and filuviuSy Gr. xXuvw, lavo, Ang.-Sax. 

Jlowe^ fiwm^ Lat. jlumeuy river, &c. Hence 

we get the following. 

L Oermcnyy. The Plau, river and lake.* Meck- 

lenbtirg-Schwerin. 
Holland, Flevo, 1st cent. The Zuiderzee, the 

outlet of which, between Vlieland 

and Schelling, is still called Ylib. 
Au8t. Italy. Plavis ant. The Piave, fells into 

the Adriatic. 

2. With iihe ending en. 

Fraaice. The Plaine. Joins the Meurthe. 

* In the more special sense of lake, which, ifc will be obsenred, is tre- 
^QMii in (his group, ii (he Snlo-Lapp. phtewe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 APPELLATIVEa 

Gemumy, The Plone. Joins the Haff 

The Plak-seb, a lake in the TyroL 
HoUtein, Ploen. A lake. 
FoUmd. The Plonwa. Prov. Plock. 

From the above root come also the fol- 
lowing, which compare with Sansc. plavas. 
Mid. High Germ, vli^&e. Mod. Germ, Jliess, 
Old Fries. ^A, Old 'N or sejliot, stream. And 
I think that some at least of this group are 
German, 

1. EngUmd. The Fleet. Joins the Trent. 

The Fleet, now called the Fleetditch 
in London. 
ScoUamd, The Fleet. Elirkcadbright 
Germany, Bleisa, 10th cent The Pleisse. 
HcUomd. Flibta, 9th cent. The Vlikt. 
Rvsda. The Pliusa. Gulf of Finland. 

2. With the ending en. 

Germcmy. Fliedina, 8th cent. The Fliedebt. 
The Flietn(itz). Pruss. Pom. 

3. WUh the mdmg at. 
HMamd. The Vliest. 

Greece, Pleistus ant, near Delphi 

There are two more forms from the same 
root, the former of which we may refer to 
the Irish and Gsel. Jluisgy a flushing or flow- 
ing. The latter shows a form nearest to the 
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Ang.-Sax. and Old High Gena Jlum^ Lat. 
fiumen, though I think that the names must 
be rather Celtic. 

1. Irdmd The Flisk. Falls into the Lake of 

Killamey. 
G&rmamf. The Pleiskb. Joins the Oder. 

2. Englamd. The Plym, by Plymouth. 
ScoUcmd, The Palme, by Palmton. 
Sibma, The Peltm. Gov. Tobolsk. 

i^'rom the Sansc. gam, to go, is derived, 
according to Bopp and Monier Williams, the 
name of the Ganges, in Sanscrit Gangl The 
word is in fact the same as the Scotch 
**gang,^' which seems to be derived more im- 
mediately from the Old Norse ganga. In 
the sense of " that which goes,'' the Hindos- 
tanee has formed gung^ a river, found in the 
names of the Ramgunga, the Kishengimga, 
the Chittagong, and other rivers of India. 
The same ending is foimd by Forstemann in 
the old names of one or two German rivers, 
as the Leo near Salzburg, which in the 10th 
cent, was called the Liuganga. Another 
name for the Ganges is the Pada, for which 
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Hindoo ingenuity haa sought an origin in 
the myth of its rising from the foot of Vish- 
noo. But as pad and gam in Sanscrit have 
both the same meaning, viz., to go, I am in- 
clined to suggest that the two names Ganga 
and Pada may simply be synonymes of each 
other. 

L Iifidia^ The Ganges. Sanscrit Gajtga. 
The GiNGY. Pondicheny. 
Russia, The KHANE(oyA). Joins the Don. 

2. Wiih the endmg eU 
Greece, Gangitus ant., in Macedonia. 

The Sansc. verb gram, to go, along with 

its alUed forms, is formed on a simpler verb 

gdy of the same meaning. To this I put the 

following. 

l/oL Cmi/ 1. HcUcmd, The Gtouw. Joins the YsseL 
Q^\jj^ P^«ia. Choes or Cho(aspe8)* ant. 

^r^^^Vc 2. WHk the ending en, 

Germcmy, Gewin(aha), 9th cent, now the 
Jahn(baoh). 

3. Compounded with ster^ river, 

Asia Minor, The Caystbr and Cestkus— here ? 

* The word cup cornea before us in some other rlTer-namea, but re- 
specting its etymology I am quite in the dark. From the way in which it 
occurs in the above. In the ZariCaspis), and in the Bjdffivpet), it i 
rather likely to have the meaning of water or river. 
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The Sansc. ikh^ to move, must, I think, 
contain the root of the following, though I 
find no derivatives in any sense nearer to 
that of water or river. 



L 


Ruaaia, 


The Ik. Two rivers. 


2. 


Englcmd. 
Frcmce. 


Wv(k the ending en. 

IcENA (Cod. Dip). The Itchen. 

loAXTNA ant. The Ionne. 


3. 


Morcma. 


Wi(h the mdmg d. 
The loLA or Iql(awa). 




Frcmce. 


The EcoLLE. Dep. Seine-et-Oise. 



From the Sansc. dravaSy flowing, are de- 
rived, according to Bopp, the Drave and the 
Trave. The root-verb is, I presume, (J/rd^ to 
move. Hence I have suggested, p. 37, may 
be the Welsh dwr^ water. 

1. ScotUmd. The Tabp, several small rivers — ^here? 
GerTnomy. Dbavus, 1st cent. The Dbave, Cbrm. 

Drau. 
Italy. The Teebbia. Joins the Po. 

2. With the ending en. 

Oermomy. Travena, 10th cent., now the Trave.* 
Trewina, 9th cent. The Drak. 
Drona, 9th cent. The Drone. 
Truna, 7th cdnt. The Traun. 

Frcmce. The Dbqnnk Joins the Isle. 
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In the Sansc. dn^am^ to move, to run, Gr. 
^/)eAt», whence dromedary^ &c., is to be found 
the root of the following. But d/ram^ as I 
take it, is an interchanged form with the 
preceding drav^ as am(m=at;(m, &;c., mde. 

L SeotUmi. The Tbome and the T&uiM. Inver- 
ness. 

Fnmce. The Dbome and the Dabms. 

Bdgvwm, The Durmb. 

Germomy. The Darm, by Darmstadt. 

2. With the endmg en. 

Norwat/, The Dramhen. Ohristiania Fjord. 

Another word of the same meaning as the 
last, and perhaps allied in its root, is Sansc. 
trag, to run, Gr. rpejfw^ Goth, ihragjan. It 
will be observed that the above Greek verb 
mixes up in its tenses with the obsolete verb 
Jjoe/AO) of the preceding group. In all these 
words signifying to run there may be some- 
thing of rapidity, though I am not able to 
remove them out of this category. 

1. Frcmce, The Drac Joins the IsSre. 

Prussia. The Drags. 

Greece. Tragus ant. 

Italy. The Treja. Joins the ^ber. 
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2. Wi^ ihe mdmg en, 

SicUy. The Traohino. Joins the Simeto. 

The Sansc.'i7, to move, Gr. e/Xw, Old High 
Grerm. ileUy Swed. ila. Mod. Germ. eHen, to 
hasten, Fr. aUer^ &c., is a very widely spread 
root in river-names. 



2. 



England. 


The Ile. Somerset. 




The AiJiOW. Northumberland. 


France, 


The III, the Ille, and the Ell£ 


Oermany. 


Illa, 9th cent. The III. 




Il(aha), 11th cent. The Il(ach). 




The Alle. Prussia. 


Italy. 


Allla. ant., near Roma 




WWh the endmg en. 


ETiglcmd. 


Alaukus (Ptolemy). Perhaps the 




Axe. 




The A LNB, two rivers. 




The Ellen. Cumberland. 


Scotland. 


The Allan, two rivers. 


Irelcmd. 


The Ilbn. Cork. 


Fro/ncc 


The AuLNB. Dep. Finistdre. 




Wvlh the endmg er. 


Gernumy, 


Alara, 8th cent. The Aller. 




Ilara, 10th cent The Iller. 


Piedmont. 


TheELLEBO. 



From the above root al or ^7, to move, to 
go, I take to be the Gael, aid or afe, a stream, 
(an older form of which, according to Arm- 
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strong, is aled) ; and the Old Norse aUda, 
Finnish (laUoy a wave, billow. As an ending 
this word is found in the Nagold of Ger- 
many (ant. Nagalta), and in the Herault 
of France, Dep. Herault. Forstemann makes 
the former word nagaUy and remarks on it 
as " unexplained.^' It seems to me to be a 
compound word, of which the former part is 
probably to be found in the root nig or nt^ 
p. 47. 

1. Englcmd. The Alde. Suffolk. 

The Alt. Lancashire. 
Frcmee. Oltis ant., now the Lot. 
Germany. The Eld. Mecklenbnrg-Schwerin. 
Spam. The Elda. 
Evssia. The Alta. €k>y. Poltova. 

2. With the ending en, 

Qermmvy. Aldena, 11th cent., now the Olle. 

Norwa/y. The Altbn. 

/Siberia. The Aldan. Joins' the Lena. 

Also from the root cd or ^7, to move, I take 
to be the Old Norse elfa, Daa dv, Swed. elf, 
a river. The river "AXms mentioned in Her- 
odotus is supposed by Mannert to be the Inn 
by Innsbruck. I think the able Editor of 
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Smith's Ancient Geogi^aphy has scarcely suf- 
ficient ground for his supposition that Her- 
odotus, in quoting the Alpis and Carpis as 
rivers, confounded them with the names of 
mountains. The former, it will be seen, is 
an appellative for a river ; the latter is foimd 
in the name Carpino, of an affluent of the 
Tiber, and might be from the Celt, garbh, 
violent ; a High Germ, element, for instance, 
would make garbh into carp. But indeed 
the form carp is that which come6 nearest 
to the original root, if I am correct in sup- 
posing it to be the the Sansc. karp, Lat. 
carpo, in the sense of violent action. In the 
following list I should be inclined to take 
the names Alapa, Elaver, and Uavla^ as near- 
est to the original form. 

1. Germany. Albis, 1st cent. The Elbe. Also 
the Alb in Baden, and the Alf in 
Pomeraijia. 
Alpis (Herodotus), perhaps the Inn. 
Alapa, 8th cent, now the Wolpa 
The AuPE. Joins the Elbe. 
France. Alba ant., now the Aube. 
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The AuvE. Dep. Mame. 
The Helpe. Joins the Sambre. 
Greece, Alpheus ant., now the Rufio — herel 

2. With the ending en, 
Scotland, The Elvan. Joins the Clyde. 
Germcmy. Albaka, 8th cent., now the Alben. 
Titsca/ny, Albinia ant. The Albegna. 

3. With the ending er, 
France. Elaver ant., now the Allier. 

4. With the ending el, 

Gerrrumy, Albla, 11th cent., not identified. 
Ita^y, Albula, the ancient name of the 

Tiber. 
Buaaia, The Ilavla. Joins the Don. 

ForstemanQ seems to me to be right in his 
conjecture that the forms alisy els, ils, are 
also extensions of the root aZ, el, il. We see 
the same form iq Gr. eXicrcrft), an extension of 
liXft), and having just the same meaning of 
verso, volvo. Indeed I think that this word, 
which we find specially appKed to rivers, is 
the one most concerned in the following 
names, two of which, it will be seen more- 
over, belong to Greece. Hence may perhaps 
be derived the name of the Elysii, (wander- 
ers ?) a German^tribe mentioned in Tacitus. 
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And through them, of many names of men, 
as the Saxon Alusa and Elesa, down to our 
own family names Alice and EUice.* 

1. Frcmce, Tbe Alise. 

Germcmy. Elza, 10th cent., now the Elz, 
Ilsa ant., now the Ilse. 
The Alass. Falls into the Gulf of 
Riga. 

Greece. Ilissus ant., still retains its name. 

Asia Minor, Halts ant., now the Kizil-Innak. 

2. Witlrh the ending en 

Germomy, Elison, 3rd cent., now the Lise. 
Belgiwial Alisna, 7th cent., not identified. 
Greece, Ellison or Helisson ant. 

3. Wi^ the ending es. 

Germany. Alzissa, 9th cent., now the Alz. 
Ilzisa, 11th cent., now the Ilz. 

The root sal Forstemann takes to be Celtic, 
and to mean salt water. No doubt saltness 
is a characteristic which would naturally 
give a name to a river. So it does in the 
case of the " Salt Kiver" in the U.S., and of 
the Salza in the Salzkammergut. But I can 

• Also Allison and Ellieion, which may be either patronymic forms 
in son ; or formed with the ending in en, like the above rirer-namea. For 
the names of rivers, and tlje ancient names of men, in many points nm 
parallel to each other. 
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hardly think that all the many liTBrs called 
ihe Saale are salt^ and I am inclined to go 
deeper for the meaning. The Sansc. has scd^ 
to move, whence scdan^ water. The first 
meaning then Seems to be water-*-applied to 
the sea as the water — and then to salt as 
derived firom the sea. So that when the Gr. 
oXy, the Old Norse salt, and the Gael sal, all 
mean both salt, and also the sea, the latter 
may be the original sense. From the above 
root, saly to move, the Lat. forms both satire 
and saitare, as firom the same root come sal 
and salt. I take the root sal then in river- 
names to mean, at least in some cases, water. 
In one or two instances the sense of saltness 
comes before us as a known quality, and in 
such case I have taken Hie names dsewhere. 
But failing the proper proo:^ whidb would 
be that of tasting, I must leave the others 
where they stand. 

1. Crermamf. Sala, lat o^t«. "Five nvers called 
Hie Saalb. 
Salia, 8th cent. The Smlle. 
France, The SeliA Two rivers. 
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R'Assick The Sal. JoinB the Don. 
Spam. Salo ant., now ihe Xalon. 

2. WW^ ihe mdmg en^SamM. adUm, water f 
Irdcend. The Slaan and the Slanet. 
Frcmce. The Seluke. Dep. Manche. 

It is possible that the root als, ils^ found 
in the name of several rivers, as the Alz, 
Elz, Ilss, may be a transposition of the 
above, just as Gr. oX9=Lat. sal. But upon 
the whole I have thought another derivation 
better, and have included them in a pre- 
ceding group. 

From the Sansc. var or varSy to bedew, 
moisten, whence var, water, varsas, rain, Gr. 
ipa-fj, dew, Gael, and Ir. uaran, fresh water, 
I get the following, dividing them into the 
two forms, var and vars. 

The form v«r. 

1. England. The Ver. Herts. 
Fra/nce. Viria ant. The VnuE. 
Chrmanf. The WfiltiE m Thutingia. 

2, With the endmg eiu 

0ermany, Warinna, 8th cent. The Wbrit. 
The Warn(au). Mecklenburg- 
JSdiweren. 
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Naples. Varano,* a lagoon on the Adriatic 

shore. 
The form vwrs. 

1. England. The Worse. Shropshire. 
Fra/nce. The Oubcb. Joins the Seine. 
G&rmomy. The Webs. Joins the Ems* 
Italy. AlBSIA ant. — ^here ? 

Vaeese. Lake in Lomhardy. 
Persia. Abosis ant., now the Tab — ^here ? 

Armenia. t Araxes ant., now the Abas — here ? 

2. With ihe ending en. 

Germam/y, TJbsena, 8th cent., now the Oebtze. 
AsHaMvnoT. Obsinus ant., now the Sagisik — 
here? 

3. Wi^ the ending d. 

Gerrrumy. Ubsela, 8th cent. The Ubsel. 
Hobsel. Joins the Werre. 

In the above Sansc. var^ to moisten, to 
water, is contained, as I take it, the root of 
the Finnic wirta, a river, the only appella- 
tive I can find for the following. 

1. Germany. "Wert^aha), 10th cent., now the 

■Webt(ach). 

« Following strictly the abore Gelt, word uaran, this might be 
•* Fresh-water Bay.** 

t The Aiazes of Herodotns, obsenres the Editor of Smith's Ancient 
Geography, " cannot be identified with any single riyer : the name was 
probably an appellatire for a river, and was applied, like oar Avon, to 
several streams, which Herodotus supposed to be identicaL" Araxes I 
take to be a Grsecism, and the Mod. name Aras to show the proper form. 
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Pdcmd, The Warta. Joins the Oder. 

Dernnao'h, The Yardb. Prov. Jutland. 

India. The Wukdah. Joins the Goda- 

avery. 

2. With the ending en, 
Frcmce. The Yerdon. Dep. Yar. 

3. With the^endvng er, 

Irdcmd. The Yartrey. Wicklow. 

Frcmce, The Yardrk 

I 

Furop. Twrkey, The Yardar, ant. Axius. 

The following names have been generally 
supposed to be derived from Welsh cledd 
or cleddeu, sword, and to be applied meta- 
phorically to a river. But I think it will be 
seen from the Sansc. hlid, to water, whence 
hlaidaUy flux, Gr. kXvSo^v^ fluctus, unda, Ang.- 
Sax. glade, a river, brook, that the meaning 
of water lies at the very bottom of the word. 
Perhaps, however, as the senses of a running 
stream and of a sharp point often run parallel 
to each other, there may be in this case a re- 
lationship between them. 

1. Scotland, The Clyde. (Clota, Ptolemy.) 
Wales. The Cloyd, the Clwyd, and the 
Gleddeu. 
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Irdamd. 


The Glyde. 


Greece. 


Cladeus ant. — ^here % 


Umhria. 


Clit(umnus)* ant. — here % 




With the ending en. 


Ghrmcmy. 


The KiiODn(itz). ?ras& SUesia. 




With the endmg er. 


Greece. 


The Clitora in Arcadia^ on which 




stood the ancient Olitorium. 


Ada Mm. 


Cludbos ant., in Caria. 



3. 



There are two Sanscrit roots from which 
the word ag, ang, ing, in river-names might 
be deduced. One is the verb ctg Cfr (y\ to 
move, whence anjas, movement, (or the verb 
ac or anc, to traverse), and the other is the 
verb (zg or ang, to contract, whence Latin 
anguis, snake, anguiUay eel, Eng. angle, &c. 
The sense then might be either the ordinary 
one of motion, the root-meaning of most 
river names, or it might be the special sense 
of tortuoiisness. But as the only appellative 
I can find is the word anger, a river, in the 
Tcheremissian dialect of the Finnic (Bona- 
parte polyglott), I think it safer to follow 
the most common sense, though the other 

* Containing the Latin amnU, river, or only a euphonic form of 
ditonnus ? See Garomna, p. 13. 
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may not improbably intermix. The dmva- 
tion of Mone, from Welsh eogy salmon, I do 
not think of. 

1. With the ending en. 

Germamy. Ankin(aha), 8th cent., bow the 

Eckn(ach). 
Frcmce, The Ingon. Dq[>. Somme. 

2. Wiih the endmg er. 
Englcmd. The Ak£EB. Leioestershire. 
Gemumy, Ackaba, 10th cent. The Agoeb. 

AoABA, 8th cent. The Egeb. 

The Anoeeap {a/p, water)^ FruBsia. 

The Angeba. 

AcARis ant. The Agbl 

Angrus (Herodotus). 

The AGHOR-^herel 

With the ending el. 
The Angel, three riyers (Baden, 
Westphalia, and Bohemia). 
Buasia, The Ingul. Joins the Bug. 
4. With the ending at, 

Germomy, Agasta,* 8th cent., now the Aiss. 

From the Sansc. pt, to drink, also to give 
to drink, to water, Gr. ttiw, iriv(0, we may get 
a form pin in river-names. 

1. GerTnany. The Peen in Prussia. 



Siberia, 
Italy. 
Sefirvia% 
India, 



* I think that in this, m probably in some other cases^ d is onlj % 
phonetic form of m, and that the Mod. name Ai»8 points trolytothe 
ancient form as Agasi, see note, p. 29. 
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HoUtem. The Pinau. Joins the Elbe. 

Hvm^(wy. The Pika. Joins the Pripet. 

The PiNKA— here ?♦ 

Russia. The Piana. Joins the Volga, 

The Pine(oa). Joins the Dwina. 

TncUa. The Binoa. Joins the Beas. 

Greece, Peheus ant. Two rivers — ^here ? 

2. WKh the ending en. 
suberic^ The Penjina. 

3. With the ending er. 
IncKcL The Penkab. Madras. 

4. With the endvng ea, 
Russia, The PiarzA. Joins the Suia. 

From the above Sansc. pi we may also 

derive the form "pid. The only appellative 

I find, (if it can be Called one), is the Ang.- 

Sax. pidele, a thin stream, given by Kemble 

in the glossary to the Cod. Dip. ; and hence 

the name Piddle, of several small streams. 

The only name I find in the simple form, 

and that micertain, is the Pindtjs of Greece. 

Then there is a form peder^ which seems to 

be firom a definite word, and not fi:om the 

simple suffix er. 

* I should withoat hesitation hare taken the J*tmka, as well as the 
Bnssian Pinsga, to be from this root, with the Slavonic afilx ga or ka. 
Bat the English river Psnk in Staffordshire introduces an element of 
donbt. It may, however, also be from this root, with the ending idc com- 
mon in the rivers of Scotland. See p. 25. 
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2. 



Greece, 
India, 

ScoUcmd, 



4. 



England, 
Sngkmd. 



The Peddeb.^ Somerset 
PiDARAS ant. Thrace. 
The PiKDAB — ^here % 

WUh the endmg en. 
The Pitken(ick)9 a small stream in 
IJanarkahire. 

With iKe endmg eZ. 

The Pettebil in Cnmberland. 

With ihe ending et, 

P&DBEDE {Cod, Dip,) Now the Par- 

KEI!. 



Also from the Sansc. root pi, to drink, to 
water, we get the form bib or pip, as found 
in Lat. bibo, and in Sansc. pipdsas, toper. 
Here also in the simple form I only find one 
name — ^the Beuve in France, Dep. Gironde. 
In the form biber there are many names, 
particularly in Germany. Graff (Sprach- 
schatz), seems to refer the word to btber, 
beaver, but Forstemann, with more reason, 
as I think, suggests a lost word for water or 
river. 

1. England. The Peveb. Cheshire. 
Scotland, The Peffeb. Boes-shira 
France. The Bieyke. Joins the Seine. 
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Oermcmy. Bibeb(iha), 7th cent. ISie BEViBy 
the BiBRA, the Pebb(agh), aod the 

BlHJ^BAOH). 

2. WWi the ending en. 

Germcmy. Biterait, 8th cent., now the IfovEB. 
France. The Bbutboit. Dep. Ni^vre. 

Perhaps also from the root pi we may 
derive the Ir. buinriy river, hiud, biol, water. 
From the former Mr. Chamock derived the 
name of the Boyne, a derivation which I 
think suitable, even if we take the ancient 
fi)rm Buvinda, (Z^U8S, Gramm. Celt 4) which 
might be more properly Buvinna, as Gironde 
for Garonne in France. For iiie Bunaha in 
Germany, the Old Norse hv/ML^ seaturire, 
might Abo be suggested 

Irdoflid. The BoTTrai 

Germcmy. ByN{AHA), 9th cent., now the Baun- 
(ach). 

From the Ir. hiol^ buol, I derive the fol- 
lowing, keeping out the rivers of the Slavonic 
districts, which may be referred to the Slav. 
bialay white. 

1. Bnglamd. The Bisbla. Westmoi^nd. 
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Irdand* The Boyus, of wUch, acoordmg to 

O'Brien, the Irish form is Buil. 
Frcmce, The Bol(b£c). Dep. Seine-Int 

Germcmy. Boll(aha} ant. !Not identified. 
Asm Minor, Bilubus ant.^ now the lilyas. 

2. Wi^ the endmg er. 
Genncmy, The Buhleb. Wnrtemburg. 
BuMsia. The Bulleb. 

3. With the endmg et 
Oermomy. The Bullot. Baden. 

. Mvssia, The FoLOTiL Joins the Dwina. 

A very obscure root in river-names is gog 
or cock The only appellatives I find are in 
the Celtic, viz., Gh,eL caochan, a small stream. 
Arm. goagen, wave ; unless we think also of 
the word johk, joggh which in the Finnic 
dialects signifies a river ; and id that case 
the most probable root would be the Sansc. 
yug, to gush forth. To the river Coquet, in 
Northumberkad, something of a sacred char- 
acter seems to have been ascribed ; an altar 
having been discovered bearing the inscrip- 
tion "Deo Cocidi,'* and supposed to have 
been dedicated to the genius of that river. 
Again, we are reminded of the Cocytus iq 
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Greece, a tributary of the river Acheron, in- 
vested with so many mysterious terrors as 
supposed to be under the dominion of the 
King of Hades. Possibly, however, it might 
only be the similarity, or identity, of the 
names which transferred to the one some- 
thing of the superstitious reverence paid to 
the other. At all events, I can find nothing 
in the etymology to bear out such a mean- 
ing. 

1. Engkmd. CocBBdo {Cod. Dvp.) This wc(^ld 

seem to have probably b^n a 
small stream cailed Cook, to 
which, as in many other cases, 
the Saxons added the word 
brook. 

2. Oermomy. CoomN(AHA), 8th cent, now the 

KoOHER.* 

3. WWh i/ie mdmg er. 
Englcmd. The Cookeb. Otunberland. 

The CoKEB. Lancashire. 
India. The Kohabt — ^here ? 

4. WWh ihe endmg d. 
Trcmsylvama. The Kokel, two rivers. 

* Thii rlT«r aeemi alao to haiwt been called Mieiantljr Choohaka. 
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EngUmd, Oooklbt-beck.* Cumberland. 
Geirmomy, Ghuchilibach, now Kuchel-bach. 

5. WUh ihe ending et 

England The Coquet. Northun^berland 
Oreece, Cocytus ant., now the Vuvo. 

6. In a compownd form, 

England. The Cuckmabe, Sussex, with the 
word mar, p. 61. 

From the Sansc. mid, to soften, to melt, 
(perhaps formed on the root mi, p. 59), come 
Sansc. miditaSy fluid, Lat. madidus, wet. 
Herein seems a sufl&cient root for river- 
names, but there is another which is apt to 
intermix, Sansc. math, to move, whence, I 
take it, and not from the former, is Old 
Norse mdda, a river. I separate a form 
med or mid, in which the sense of mediiis, 
and also that of mitis, is in some cases clearly 
brought out ; and another, muth or muot, 
which, though from the same root, as I take 
it, as mdda, a river, {math, to move), has 
n;iore evidently the sense of speed. 

* Here alio, m in the case of the Gennan Chochilibach, and the 
OoobrOc before noted, the ending beck (=brook), seems to have been 
added to the original name. Ghuohilibaoh appears as the name of a place, 
but I apprehend that the word implies a stream of the same name. 
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L €f0nmmy, Mota, 8th oent^ now the Msde or 

Mehb. 
2. With Ihe ending er. 

EngUxmA The Maddixl "Wiltshire. 
Germamy. Matra, 8th oenl, now the Modeb. 
Italy, Metaurus ant., the Metaubo — ^here ? 

WW^ the efndmg em. 
Fromce. 3SIatb6na* ant., now the Mame. 
Italy. Matrinus ant. in Picennm. 

With the ending el. 
The Mabel. 



3. 






The only appellative for a river which I 
find derived from its sound is the Sanscrit 
nadiy Hind, nuddy, from nad, sonare. Whe- 
ther the following names should come in here 
may be uncertain ; I can find no links be* 
tween them and the Sanscrit ; perhaps the 
root nid, p. 54, may be suitable. 



1. Fra/nce. Noda ant., now the Noain. 

2. WUh the endmg er, 

Englamd, The Noddeb. (Noddre, God, Dip,) 

Hunga/ry, The Neutra. Joins the Danube. 

3. Wi&i the endmg es, 

Y&netia, Natiso ant., now the Natisone. 

'^ I think that these quantities, so far as thej are derived from the 
Latin poets, should be accepted with some reserve. Unless more self* 
denying than most of their craft, I fear that they would hardly let a GaUio 
river stand in- the way of a lively dactyl. 
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The only words I can find at all bearing 
upon the following river-names are the Serv, 
jeMT^ Bohem. and JILjr. jezero, lake, wherein 
may probably lie a word jez, signifying water. 
But respecting its etymology I am entirely 
in the dark. 

1. Owmomy. Jaz(aha), Sth cent, now the Josa. 

Jez(awa), 11th cent., a brook near 

Lobenstein. 
The Jetza. Joins the Elbe. 
The Jbss(ata). Joins the Danube. 

2. WW\ the endmg er. 
Russia. The Jisdsa. Jmns the Oka. 

3. drmpownded loith mam, river. 
Russia. The Jbsmek. Gov.. Tchnerigov. 

Another word, of which the belongings are 

not clearly to be traced, is the Armorican 

hovl^ hovlenf unda^ to which we may put the 

following. 

1. England. The Hull. Joins the Humber. 
Finland, The Ullea. Gulf of Bothnia. 
Spam. The XJlla in Galicia. 

2. Compownded wOh sfer, river, 
OerrMmy. XJlstba, 9th cent., now the TTlstsr 

In the Irish and Obs. Gael, dothar, water, 
Welsh diody drink, diota, to tipple — ^with 
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which we may perhaps also connect the 
Lapp. dadnOy river, Albanian Sir, ae% and 
Bhddt. dvtg, torrent, we may find the root of 
the following, 

1. Qennam/y, The Duttb. Joins the Hase. 

The DuBE, a small stream in Prussia. 

2. Wi^ the endmg en. 
Englcmd. The Duddon. Lake district 

3. With the endmg er. 
Irekmd. The Dodder. 

4. Compou/nded with mal,* 

Germcm^, Duthhala, 8th cent., now the 

DoMMEL. 

From the Welsh tuyl, Ang.-Sax. wyUan, 
Eng. welly to flow or gush, (Sansc. vail^ to 
move ?), we got the following. 

1. England. The Willy. Wiltshire. 
DernnoA'k. The Yeilb, in Jutland. 
Norway, The Villa. 

Ruaaia. The Yel. Joins the Yaga. 

The YnjA. Joins the Niemen. 
The Yniiu, (Siberia). Joins the Lena, 

2. WiGh ihe ending en. 
The Welland, (properly Wellan ?) 



EtL88ia. The Yilna. Got. Minsk. 

* I do not know any other instance of this ending in river names, but 
I take it to be, like fnoii or main, an extension of mayt and to signify water 
or riTor. 
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lUJ/y, TheYELiKO. Joins the Nera. 

3. Wi^ the ending er. 

India. The Yellaub, Madras — ^here ? 

4. With^the ending s. 

Qermamy. The Vils, two rivers in Bavaria. 

The Welse. Joins the Oder. 
Spain. The Yelez. Frov. Malaga. 

A word which appears to have the mean- 
ing of water or river, but respecting the ety- 
mology of which I am quite ignorant, is asop 
or asp. That it has the above meaning I 
infer only from finding it as the second part 
of the word in the ancient river-names Cho- 
(aspes), Hyd(aspes), and Zari(aspis). In an 
independent form it occurs in the foUowin^. 
Lhuyd, (in the appendix to Baxter's glos- 
sary), referring to Hespin as the name of 
sundry small streams in Wales, derives it 
from hespin^ a sheep that yields no milk, 
because these streams are almost dry in 
summer. This derivation is imquestionably 
false so far as this, that the two words are 
merely derived from the same origin, viz., 
Welsh hesp or %5p, dry, barren. But whe- 
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ther tJiis word hae anything to do with the 
following names is donbtM ; it seems at any 
rate unsuitable for the large rivers, such as 
the Hydaspes, (the Jhylum of the Punjaub). 
From the derivation of Mono, who finds in 
Isper, as in Wipper, p. 64, a word per^ moun- 
tain, I entirely dissent. 

1. Ftmioe. The Aspb. Basses — Pyrenees. 
Owmumy, Hbsipa wit., -no'w the TTtwpir. 
Greece. Asofus ant Two riyeiv. 

2. Wiih thi ending er, 
GtriMiwy. Ibj^vsla, 10th oent. The IsFBB. 
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THAT WHICH RUNS BAPIDLY, FLOWS 
GENTLY, OE SPREADS WIDELY. 

In the preceding chapter I have included 
the words from which I have not been able 
to extract any other sense than that of water. 
As I have before mentioned, it is probable 
that in some instances there may be fine 
dbades of difference which would remove 
them out of that category, but whenever I 
have thought to have got upon the trace of 
another meaning, something has in each case 
turned up to dis^^point the conditions. 

In the present chapter, which comprehends 
the words which describe a river as that 
which runs rapidly, that which flows gently, 
that which spreads widely, there may still 
in some cases be something of an appellative 
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sense, because there may be a general word 
to denote a rapid, a smooth, or a spreading 
stream. 

Among the rivers noted for their rapidity 
is the Bhone. This is the characteristic 
remarked by all the Latin poets — 

Testis Axar, Bliodaausque celer, magntisque Ganunna. 

TibuOm. 

Qua Bihodanus raptim yelocibiis nndis 

In mare fert Ararim. 

Sih. Ital. 

Prsecipitis Ehodani sio interdsa fluentis. 

Au9onvu8, 

I think that Donaldson and Mone are un- 
questionably wrong in making the name of 
this river Bho-dan-us, from a word daUf 
water. Still more imreasonable is a deriva- 
tion in the Cod. Vind., from roth, violent, 
and dan, Celt, and Hebr. a judge ! On this 
Zeuss {Gramm. Celt.) remarks — '' The sylla- 
ble an of the word Khodanus is without 
doubt only derivative, and we have nothing 
here to do with a judge ; nevertheless the 
meamng violent (currens, rapidus,) is not to 
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be impugned.'* The word in question seems 
to be found in Welsh rheduy to run, to race, 
Gael roth, a wheel, &c. But there is a word 
of opposite meaning, Gael reidh, smooth, 
which is liable to intermix. Also the Germ. 
roth, red, may come in, though I do not 
think that Forstemann has reason in placing 
aU the Gterman rivers to it. 



1. England, 



2. 



Bcllamd, 
Ada Mm, 

Englcmd. 

Frcmce, 

Oermamyn 



Oermomy, 



The Botha. Lake district 

Bot(aha), 8th cent. The Both, two 
rivers, the Eott, three rivers, the 
Bod(au), the Bod(aoh), and the 
Bott(ach), all seem to have had 
the same ancient nama 

Bai>(aha) ant., now the Boi>(ach). 

The BoTTB, by Botterdam. 

Bhodius ant.* Mysia. 

Wlih the ending en. 
The BoDDEN. Shropshire. 
BhodInus ant., now the Bhokb. 
The BoTHAiNE near Strassburg, seems 

to have been formerly Bot(aha). 
With the mding e»*.t 
Badantia, 8th cent, now the Bed- 

NITZ. 



* Thia, one of the Homeric ilTen,wa8 not identified in the tihie of Pliny, 
t Perhaps formed from etbj h phonetic m. So the Eunont in Oun- 
beriand aeenu to hare been called in the time of Leland the Eamot 
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4. WUk the ending er. 
England. The Rotheb in Sussex* 

The RoTHEBy joins the Thames at 
Botherhitha 

5. With, iihe ending eL 

Germany, Baotula^ 8th cent., now the Rotel. 

Allied to the last word is the Eng. race, 
and the many cognate words in the Indo- 
European languages which have the sense 
of rapid motion, as Welsh rJiysUy &c. 

1. Scotland. The Rasat. Rosshire. 
Ireland. The Ross. 

Germany. The Riss. Wurtemburg. 
SwUaedamd. The Reuss. Joins the Aar. 
jRusaia. The Rasa. 

Spain. The Riaza. 

Asia Min, Rhesus of Homer not idenldfied. 
India. Rasa, the Sanscrit name of a 

liver not identified. 

2. With the eTiding el. 

Germaavy. The Rossl(au). Joins the Elbe. 

3. With the ending et, 

Germany. The Rezat. . Joins the Rednitz. 

From the Gael, garbh, Welsh garw, vio- 
lent, Armstrong derives the name of the 
Garonne and other rivers.* The root seems 

• It wffl IM seen, howover, that wbile ftdiiiitting this root, I do not 
pUoe GkMoniM to ik 
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to be found in Sansc. Jcarv or karp^ Latin 
carpOy &c., implying violent action. The 
Lat. carpo is applied by the poets to denote 
rapid progress, as of a river, through a 
country. So likewise more metaphorically 
to the manner in which a bold and steep 
mountain rises from the vaUey. As also 
one of owe own poets has said — 

Behind tlie valley topmost Garganis 
Stands up and takes the morning — 

Hence this root is found in the names of 
mountains as well as rivers — e.g., the Car- 
pathians (Carpates), and the Isle of CarpSr 
thus, which " consists for the most part of 
bare moimtains, rising to a central height of 
4,000 feet, with a steep and inaccessible 
coast/^* 

1. Scotland. Gabf ^trater, a bum in Lanarkshire. 
The Gryffe. Renfrew. 
Germomy, The Grabow. Pruss. Pom. 
Dmvub. Prov, Carpis, Herodotus, see p. 73. 
i. With the endi/ng en. 

Scoi^und, The Girvan. Ayr. 
Italt/. The Carping. Joins the Tiber, 

The Graving. Naples. 

* Smith's Ancient Geogntphj. 

N 
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8. WUh me ending d. 

Italy, Cbrbalus* aut., now the Oeryabo 

—here? 

From the Sansc. sUy to shoot forth, sih^ 
siitis^ rushing or darting, Gr. a-ov<rig, cursus, 
I take to be the following. Among the de- 
rived words, the Gael, s4th, a billow, seems 
to be that which comes nearest to the sense 
required. 

1. Suntzerlcmd. The Suss. 
Denmark. The Suus(aa). 

Bohemia, The Saz(awa). Joins the Moldao. 

Portugal. The Souza. 

Siberia, The Sos(va), two rivers. 

India, The Sut(oodra), or Sutledge— 
here ?t 

2. Wi&\> ihe mdmg m, 
France, The Suzon. 

Russia, The Sosna, two rivers. 

Probably to the above we may put a form 

sest^ sost, found in the following. 

1. Germa/ay, The Soeste. Oldenburg. 
Italy, Sessites ant!, now the Sesia. 

Persia, Soastus or Suastus ant. 

* Thia riTor of Airalia, though niudl in miininer, is exceMlingiy Tioleiit 
in winter. 

t **In its upper part it is a raging torrent." 

Johndon^t CkuetUer, 
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2. Wiih the ending ir, 

Russia, The Sestra. Gov. Moskow. 
Qermomfy. The Sosteb(bach). Joins the Lippe. 

To the above root I also place the follow- 
ing, corresponding more distinctly with Old 
High Crerman schwzzeUy Ang.-Sax. sceotan, 
Eng. shooty Obs. Gael, and Ir. sciot, dart, 
arrow.* 

1. TFith the ending en. 

Germany. Scukka, 8th cent., now the Sohus- 

8EK. 

SciTZSN ant., now the Schozach. 

2. With the ending en, 

Germmiy. Scutara, 10th cent., now the Schut- 
TEB> two rivers. 
8c0NTBA, 8th cent., now the Schok- 
DBA and the Schukteb. 

From the Germ, jagen, to hxmt, to drive 
or ride fast. Bender derives the name of the 
Jaxt^ in the sense of swiftness, suggesting 
also a comparison with the ancient Jaxartes 
of Asia. Forstemann considers both sugges- 
tions doubtful, but the former seems to me 
to be reasonable enough. The older sense 

* The derivation of Mone, who makes torn and tewt altered forms of 
trot or trut, is not to be entertained. 
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of jagen is found in the Sansc. yugy to dart 
forth, formed on the simple verb ya, to go. 
And appellatives are foimd in. the Finnic 
words johhy joggi, a river. As for the Jax- 
artes, I am rather inclined to think that the 
more correct form would be Jazartes, and 
that it contains the word ^ea^^r, before referred 
to. 

1. Rusdob, The Juo. Joins the Dwina. 

2. WHik the ending et 

Italy, Jactus ant Affluent of the Po. 

Feraia. The Jaohatu. 

Germany. The JAm>E,* in Oldenburg. 

S. WUh ihe endmg at, 

Oermomy, Jaqibta ant., now the Jaxt or Jagst. 

From the root vip^ to move, p. 64, by the 
prefix s, is formed Old Norse svipa, Ang.- 
Sax. su>tfan, Eng. sweep, &c. In these the 
sense varies between going fast and going 
round, and the same may be the case in the 
following names. 

* I am not sure that the Jahdo of Oldenburg does not contain the more 
definite idea of a hone (Eng. jade, North. Eng. yotMl). There are three 
rivers near together, the Haase, the Honte, and the Jahde. It rather 
leems as if the popular ttaiej had got np the idea of a hunt, and named 
them as the Hare, the Hound, and the Horse. 
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Fromce. The Suippb. Joins the Aisne. 
Germomy, Suuvus^ 2nd cent., now the Wamow, 

or, according to Zeuss, the Oder. 
Suab(aha), 8th cent., now the 

Schwab(ach). 

From the Obs. Grael. sgiap^ sgiob, to move 
rapidly, Eng. sJcvpy may be the foUowing. 



The Sheaf, by Sheffield. 
SciPPA, 9th cent., now the Schupp. 
Asia Mm. Scopas ant., now the Aladan^ 

2. With the ending en. 

The Skippon. Joins the Wyre. 



In the Gael hraisy impetuous, related per- 
haps to Lat. verso, we may find the root of 
the following. 

1. Germany. The Bibse. Prussia. 
Switzerland, The Bibse. Cant. Berne. 

2. WiOh the endmg en. 
Irdamd. The Bbosna. Leinster. 
Trcmayhama. The Bubzen. Joins the Aluta. 
Pru88. Pd. The Pbosna. 

3. Wi(h the ending d. 

France. The Bbesle. Enters the English 

Channel 

4 With the ending ent, 

Germomy. The Pebsaijtb. Pruss. Pom. 
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From the Sanso. rch or rav, to dart forth, 
whence (in a somewhat changed sense) Eng. 
rave^ French. ramr, Lat. rabidtis, &c. The 
original meaning of a ravine was a great 
flood, or as Cotgrave expresses it — ^**A ravine 
or inmidation of water, which overwhehneth 
all things that come in its way/' 

1. Irdcmd. The Bobb. Connatight 
India, The Raybb or Iiaotee*'--^he]fe f 

2. With the endmg en, 

Engkmd, Yaarious «mall streams called Raven, 

Ravenbece, <fec. 
Frcmce. The Roubion, affluent of the Rhone 

*-here? 

From the Sansc. mathy to move, are de- 
rived, as I take it. Old High Gemmn muoty 
Mod. Germ, muth, Ang.-Sax. m6dy coinrage 
or spirit, Welsh mvryth, swift, &c., to which 
I place the following. 

1. Switzerlcmd. The Muotta Cant Sohwytz. 

2. Compovmdid vjv(h vey, stream or rioer. 
Waies, The Muthvbt. Three rivers. 

The Sansc. sphar^ sphurjy to burst forth, 
shews the root of a number of words such 
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as spark, springy spirt, spruce, spry, in which 
the sense of briskness or liveliness is more 
or less contained. But the Sansc. sphdr or 
spar must be traced back to a simpler form 
spa or spe, as foimd in speio, to vomit, and 
in the word spa, now confined to medicinal 
springs. 

1. Scotland. The Spey. Elgin. 

2. WWh ihe endiaig en. 
Scotland. The Spean. 

3. With the endmg er. 
Scotland. The Speak. 

Germany. Spira, 8th cent., now the Spbxbb. 
The Spbee. Joins the HaveL 

Derived forms from the above root are 
also the following, which correspond more 
closely with Germ, sprittsen, Ang.-Sax. spry- 
tan, Eng. spirt, Ital. sprizzare. And I think 
that most of these names are probably Ger- 
man. 

Englamd. The Sprint, a small stream in West- 
moreland. 

Gennamy. Spbazah, 9th oent., some stream in 
Lower Austria. 
The Sprotta in Silesia^ 
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Spbsnzala^ 8th cent., now the Spben- 

ZEL. 

Spuechinb(bach),* 9th cent., now 
the Spibckel(baoh). 
Eu, Twrhey, The Spbessa. Joins the Boena. 

In the preceding chapter I have treated 
of the root oZ, el, iU to go, and various of its 
derivations. There is another, al<iCy ale, ilc, 
which, as it seems most probably either to 
have the meaning of swiftness, as in the Lat. 
aldcer, or of tortuousness, as in the Greek 
cXiicoy, I include in this place. 

1. Russia, The Ilee. Joins the XJraL 
Sicily, Haltcus ant., now the FlatanL 
Asia Minor, Alces ant. Bithynia. 

2. Compounded wOh mmf, mainy river, 
Siberia, The Oleema. Joins the Lena. 
Germarvy. Alkmana, 8th century, now the 

AltmiihL 
Greece, Haliacmon ant, now the Vistritsa. 

From the Welsh tarddu, to burst forth, 
we may take the following. There does not 
seem any connection between this and the 

* FOntenunn derives this, along with some other local names, from 
Old High Germ, spwmha. the Juniper-tree. Bat I think that the stream at 
least is to be exfilained better from the Sansc. tpfwrj, to bust forth. Lat 
tpargo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FLOWS GENTLY, SPREADS WIDELY. 103 

root of dart ( jaculum) ; the latter from the 
first signifies penetration, and in river-names 
comes before us in the oblique sense of 
clearness or transparency. 

L ScoUcmd. The Tabth. Lanarkshire. 

lAhya, DabXdus ant., now the Bio di Onro. 

Armenia, Daradax* ant. (Xenophon). 
2. . Wi^ the ending er. 

France, The Tabdoire. Dep. Oharente. 

Atut. Italy, The Tabtabo. 
8. Wi^ the endmg ei. 

Spain. Tabtbssus ant, now the Guadal- 
quiver. 

With the Sansc. tilly to move, to agitate, 
we may probably connect the Gael dile and 
tuil, Welsh diluWy dylif, dylwch, a flood, 
deluge, as also Ang.-Sax. dilgian, German 
tUgen, to overthrow, destroy, &c. The 
Ang.-Sax. dilan. Germ, thielen, to divide, 
in the sense of boimdary, may however in- 
termix in these names. 

1. England, The Till. Northumberland. 
Irdamd, The Deel. Limerick. 
Germmvy, The Dill. NassaiL 

* The ending « I take to be a Gneciim for «. 
O 
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Belgium. Thilla, 9th oeut., now the Dtlb in 
Bravant. 

SwUzerUmd. The Thielb. 
2. With tlie endmg en, 

Qermoffvy. The Tollen. Mecklenbuig-Schwe- 
rin. 
8. W\JSn, ihe ending er. 

Scotland. The Dillab bum. Lesmahagow, 
4. With the endmg es. 

Oermomy. The Tilse, by Tilsit 

With the two Welsh forms dylif and 

dylwch, deluge, we may perhaps comiect 

the following, though for the fiM^ner the 

Ang.-Sax, delfan, to dig, delf^ a ditch, may 

also be suitable. 

Gwmomy. DELy(uNDA), 9th centiuy, now the 
Delven(au). 
Delchana, 11th centuiy, now the 
Daloeb. 

From the GaeL and Ir. taosg^ to pour, 
fo'os, tide, flood, may be the following. Per- 
haps the special sense of cataract may come 
in, at least in some cases, as two of the 
imder-noted rivers, the Tees and the Tosa^ 
are noted for their falls. 

1. Englcmd. The Tees. Durham. 
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Stmtzerkmd. The Toss. Cant. ZuricL 

Fiedmme. The TosA. 

Russia. The Tescha. Joins the Oka. 

Hwngary, Tysia ant., now the Theiss. 

Greece, Tiasa ant. Laconia. 

India* The Touse — ^here 1 

2. WUh the ending en, 

Swvtzerhmd, The Tessin or Ticino. 

Germomy. The Desna. Joins the Dnieper. 

Frcmce, The Tacon. Dep. Jura. 

8. With ihe ending el. 

Germany. Tussale (Genitive), 11th cent., now 
the DussEL hj Dtisseldor£ 
4. With the ending st,* 

Englcmd. The Test. Hants. 

Germtmy, The Dista. Pnusia. 

India. The Teesta — ^hei*e % 

From the Sansc. gad or gandy Ang.-Sax. 
gedtan, Suio-Goth. gjuta, Danish gyde^ Old 
Norse giosa, Old HighGer.giezen, Obs. Gael. 
guiSf all having the meaning of Eng. "gush,"* 
we get the following. The Gotha or Goeta 
of Sweden may probably derive its name 
from the well-known Ml which it make? at 

* In these names we may perhaps think of the Bohem. dest, rain. The 
Teesta is much swollen in the rainy season, bat perhaps not more so than 
most of the other rivers of EOLndostan. In Hamilton's East Indian Gazet- 
teer, it is explained as "UsMa, standing still,"— 4t derivation which seems 
hardlj to agree ¥rith the subsequent description of its " quiclc stream.'^ ^ 
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Trolliaetta. So also the Gaddada of Hin* 
dostan is noted for its falls ; and the Giess- 
bach is of European celebrity. But in some 
of the other names the sense may not extend 
beyond that of wandering, as we find it in 
Eng. gady which I take to be also from this 
root. Or that of stream, as in Old High 
Germ, giozo^ Gael and Ir. gaisidh, rivulus. 

1. Englcmd. The Gade. Heita 

SooiUmcL Gada ant.,* now the Jed by Jedburgh. 
Germawy, The G08B. Joins the Ocker. 

Geis(aha), 8th cent., now the Geisa. 
The Gaitde, Brunswiek— >here^ or to 
ccm, candy pare % 
SwUzerlcmd The Giess(bach). Lake of Brienz. 
Spain. The Gata. Joins the Alagon. 

Sweden. The Gotha or G<xta. 

The GiDEA, enters the G. of Bothnia. 
Aria. Gtndes (Eerodotua), perhaps the 

Diala — ^here ? 

2. WUh the ending «n. 

Aria Minor. CvDinns ant., now the Tersoos Ghat 

3. With the endmg er. 
Persia. The Gadeb. 

Sardinia. Gsdeius ant., now the Fiume dd 
OroseL 

* Henee Baxter derlTes the nune of the 0«denft— " Qaid t Blm CMmI 
nigi ad €tedAm Amnem genlti T* 
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4. WUh the ending el. 

Germcmy, Gisil(aha), 8th cent., now the Giesel 
—here ? 

5. WWh the ending ed, 
India, The Gaddada. 

6. Compounded with mavn, stream, 
SwUzerlcmd, The Gadmeit. 

From the Sansc. arh or arv^ to ravage or 
destroy, cognate with Lat. orbo^ &a, may be 
the following. To the very marked charac- 
teristic of the Arve in Savoy I have referred 
at p. 6. But there is a word of precisely 
opposite meaning, the Celt. ara6, Welsh 
araf^ gentle, which is very liable to intermix, 

L 



2. 



3. 



Fromce. 


The Anvifi and the Ebve. 


Gerirumy. 


Orb(aha), 11th cent., now the Ofia 


Sardinia. 


The Arve and the Orbe. 


Hungary, 


The Arva. Joins the Waag. 


Spain, 


Bie Arva, three rivers, tributaries 




to the Ebro. 




With the ending en. 


SeoUa/nd, 


The Irvike. Co. Ayr. 


Framae, 


Arvenna ant., now the Orvankb. 




With the ending el. 


Oermcmy, 


Arbalo, 1st cent, now the Erpe. 




With the ending es. 


AdiaMinof 


'. HarpIsus ant, now the Harpa. 
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In the Sansc. caly to move, and the deriva- 
tives Sansc. calcbSy Gr. iccXi;?, Obs. Gael 
callaidh, Latin ceZer, all having the same 
meaning — ^the sense of rapidity seems suffi- 
ciently marked to include them in this 
chapter. 

1. ScoUcmd. The Gala. Bozburgh. 
Sicily, Gela ant.* 

lUyria, The Gail. 
Greece, Callas ant., in Euboea. 

A8,'Twrhey, The Chalus of Xenophon^ now the 
Koweik. 

2. With the endmg en.» 
Ireland. The Oallan. Armagh. 

d. WUh the ending er^Lat. eder f 

Italy, Calob ant., now the Galore. 

4. WUh the endmg es=^8<m8C, eodae^ dbc, t 

G&rmomy, Chalusus^ 2nd cent., supposed to 
be the Trave. 
The Kels, in Bayaria. 
India, The Cailas. 

I am inclined to bring in here, as a deriva- 
tive form of caZ, and perhaps corresponding 
with the Obs. Gael caUaidh, celer, the forms 

*• The GeU is at times a reiy Tioleot stream, as the following descrip- 
tion of Oyid bears witness. 

*'Bt te Torticibiis non adennde Oela." 

FoiH. 4. 470. 
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cqled^ calty gelt. That the Germ, haky-^ng. 
cold, may intermix, is very probable, but I 
do not think that all the English rivers at 
any rate can be placed to it. There is more 
to be said for it in the case of the Caldew 
than of the others, for one of the two streams 
that form it i^ called the Cald-beck (i.e., cold 
brook), and it seems natural that the whole 
river should then assume the name of Cald- 
ew (cold river). Yet there may be nothing 
more ia it than that the Saxons or Danes 
who succeeded to the name, adopted it in 
their own sense, and conformed to it. It is to 
be observed that although the form Caldew 
corresponds with the Germ. Chaldhowa^ yet 
that the local pronunciation is invariably 
Cauda (=Calda), corresponding with the 
Scandinavian form. Upon the whole how- 
ever, there is much doubt about this group ; 
the form geU Forstemanu refers, as I myself 
had previously done, to Old Norse gelta, ia 
the sense of resonare. In the following 
names I take the Kalit(va) of Russia, and 
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the Celydniis and Celadon of Greece to 
approach the nearest to the original form. 

1. Englcmd. The Gel'R Cumberland. 

The Chelt by Cheltenham — ^here % 
The Cald(ew). Cumberland. 

Germcmy. The C ald(ho wa), {A dam Brem.\ noir 
seems to be called the Aue. 

Euisia. The KALiT(yA). Joins the Donetz. 

2. With the ending en. 

Oermany. GBLTEir(AHA), 11th cent, now the 

Geltn(agh). 
Oreece, Celtdnus ant. Epirus. 
Celadon ant. Elis. 

3. With the ending er, 
England. The Caldsr. Three riyera. 
Scotland. The Caldeb. Joins the Clyde. 

Belgium. Galthera, 9th cent. 

I am also inclined to bring in, as another 
derivative form of col, the word caZ^p, calb, 
kdp. The only appellatives I find for it are 
the word kelp, sea-weed, and the Scottish 
helpie, a water-spirit, wherein, as in other 
words of the same sort, may perhaps lie a 
word for water. However, this can be con- 
sidered as nothing more than a conjecture. 
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L Germemy. 


Kai;b(asjl), ^h cent., now the 




Kolilb(iidi> 




The KuLPA. Aust Croatia. 


Hmu/oflry. 


OouLPis ant., affluent of the Drare. 


Spam, 


The Ohblva. Proy. Valentia. 


Portugal 


OallIpus ant, now the Sadao. 


Asia Minor, 


, OALBisant. Oaria. 




Oalfas ant. Bithjmia. 


3. 


With the ending en. 


Scotland. 


The KELYiEr. Stirling. 



The Sansa car, to move, Lat. cwrro, like 
some other words of the same sort, branches 
out into two different meanings — ^that of 
going fast, and that of going round. Hence 
the river-names from this root have in some 
cases the sense of rapidity, and in others of 
tortuousness ; and these two senses are some- 
what at variance with each other, because 
tortuousness is more generally connected 
with slowness. Separating the two mean- 
ings as well as I can, I bring in the follow- 
ing here. 

L ScoiUmd. The Garrt. Perthshire^ 

The Yarrow. Selkirkshire. 
2. WWi the endmg en, 

Englamd. Gabrhuestus aut, now the Tare. 
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Frcmae. OABUHNiL or OABTjmrA ant The 

Gabonne. 
, The GiBON. Joins the €(aronne. 

Greece. Geranius ant, and Geron ant, two 

rivers of Elis, according to Strabo. 
3. With the endmg es'^Scmac. ca/raSy swifts Lent. 

<yvi/r8U8y dbe. 
Frcmoe. The Gebs. Joins the Garonne. 

Chabes ant, now the Ohibbs. 
German^/. The Kebsch. Joins the Neckar. 
Italf/, The Gabza, by Brescia. 

Himgarf/. GebIsus ant, now the K0BO8. 
Asia Minor, The Oabesus of Hpmer in the plain 

of Troy. 
Syria. Cebsus ant, now the Merkez. 

There appear to be several words in which 
the sense of violence or rapidity is brought 
out by the preposition pra, pro.fro^ in com- 
position with a verb. Thus the Welsh 
ffre^aoy to gush, whence ffrau^ a torrent, 
seems to correspond with the Sansc. prorU 
Lat. prcp-eOj^ &c. Or perhaps we should tak^ 
a verb with a stronger sense, say yu, to 
gush, and presume a Sansc. ^a-yw= Welsh 
ffre-uo. In the Albanian irp6^ a torrent, cor- 
responding with Welsh ffrau^ there seeme^ 
however, no trace of a verb. 
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1. Wales. The Praw, by Aberfraw. 

2. WUh the endmg en, 

Scotland. The Fboon. Falls into L. Lomond. 
Rueaia. The Fbonia. 

The Welsh ffrydio^ to stream, to gush, 
appears to be formed similarly from the pre- 
position fray joined with the verb eddu^ to 
press on, to go, corresponding with Sansc. it, 
Latin itOy &c. Hence it would correspond 
with a Sansc. prorit, Lat. prce-itOy &c. From 
the verb comes the appellative ffrwd, a tor- 
rent, corresponding with the Bohem. praud, 
of the same meaning. 

Scoikmd. The Forth. Co. Stirling. 
Dawub. Frov. Fobata (Herodotus). The Fbuth. 
Suaaia. ' 'The Fost(va}. Got. Kaluga. 

I also bring in here, as much suggestively 
as determinately, the following. 

8a/Me. pra-paty Lat.prce-peto, 4jc., to rueh forth. 
Rtbee. Pd. The Fbipet. Joins the Dneiper. 
Bvlgaaia. The Fravadl Falls into the Black Sea. 

8a/MC, pra-^ioly to ruih forth, pra and caly p. 112. 
Prussia. The Fbegel. Enters the Frische-Haff 

Sanee, pra-U, Lai. pro-lw), dsc», to overflow, 
India. The Fxtsallt. 
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Accordifig to the Ofunion of Zetura and 
Gluck, the Danube, (ant. Danubius and 
Danuvius, Mod. Grenn. Donau,) would come 
in here. These writers derive it from Gael. 
dan, Ir. dana, fortis, audax, in, reference to 
its strong ai^d impetuous current. This is 
no doubt the most striking characteristic of 
the river, but it might also not inappropri- 
ately be placed to the root tan, to extend, 
whence the names of some other large rivers. 
Gluck considers the ending viiis to be simply 
derivative, and suggests that the Germans, 
mth a natural striving after a meaning, al- 
tered this derivative ending into their word 
am, a^,acA, or at^, signifying liver. Though 
Gluck is a writer for whose opinion I have 
great respect, and though this is the prin- 
ciple for which I myself have been all along 
contending, yet I am rather inclined to think 
that in Danuvius, as in Conovius (the Con- 
way), there is contained a definite appella- 
tive, qualified by a prefixed adjective : this 
seenas to me to be brought out more clearly 
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IQ the Medway, and in the names connected 
with it. 

The word Ister, which, according to Zeuss, 
is the Thracian name of the Danube, I have 
elsewhere referred to the Armorican ster^ a 
river. Not that I mean to infer therefrom 
that the name is Celtic, because ster is only 
a particular form of an Indo-European word 
sur. K we refer the prefix is to the Old 
^ Norse ma, proruere, then Ister. would have 
the same meaning as that given above to 
Danubiufl. But the derivation of Mone, who 
explains it by y, the Welsh definite article, 
and slCTy a river, making Ister =:" The river,'* 
I hold with Gluck to be — ^hke other deriva- 
tions proceeding on the same principle- 
opposed to all sound philology. 

Among the rivers noted for the slowness 
of their course, the most conspicuous is the 
Arar or Saone. Caesar {de Bell. GaU.) de- 
scribes it as flowing " with such incredible 
gentleness that the eye can scarcely judge 
which way it is going." Seneca adopts it as 
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a type of indecision — "the Arar in doubt 
which way to flow/' Eumenius multiplies 
his epithets — "segnis et cunctabundus amnis, 
tardusque." The name Sauconna, Sagonna, 
Saonna^ Saone, does not appear before the 
4th cent., yet there does not seem any reason 
to doubt that it is as old as the other. Zeuss 
{Die Deutschen) and the Editor of " Smith's 
Ancient Geography^' take this as the true 
Gkdlic name. And though Armstrong ex- 
plains both the Arar and the Saone from the 
Celtic — ^referring the former to the Obs. 
Gael, ar^ slow, and the latter to GaeL sogh^ 
tranquil or placid, in which he may probably 
be correct, yet it by no means follows that 
the name of the Arar is Celtic, for ar is an 
ancient root of the Indo-European speech. 
To the same root as the Saone I also put 
the Seine (SequSna), and the Segre (Sic8ris), 
comparing them with Lat. seg-nis. The 
former of these rivers is pavigable for 350 
miles out of 414, and the latter is noted in 
Lucian as "stagnantem Sicorim.*' Some 
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other rivers, in which the characteristic is 
less distinct, I also ventinre to place here, 
separating this root as well as I can from 
another p. 58. 

1. Oerrrumy. SiaA, 10th cent. The Sieo. 
Ru88ia. The Soja. Joins the Dneiper. 

2. With the ending en. 
Frcmce. Sauconna ant. The Sa6ne. 

Sequaka ant. The Seine. 
The Seugne. Dep. Charente-In£ 
Eunia. The Suchona. Joins the Dwina. 

3. TViiih the ending er, 
Spain. SicoRis ant. The Seobb. 

The Segura. Enters the Med. Sea. 

Perhaps allied in its root to the last is 
the GaeL saimhy quiet, tranquil, to which I 
put the following. 

L Belgium. The Semoy. 

Russia, The Sem or Seiil Joins the Desna. 

Saima, a lake in Finland. 

Asia Minor. The Sihois of Homer — ^here 1 
3. Wi&^ the endirig en. 

SwUzerlamd. The Sxmmen, in the Simmen-ThaL 
3. With ihe ending er, 

Frcmce, Samara ant., now the Somkb. 
The Sambee, ant. Sabis. 

Oemumt/. The Simmer. Joins the Nahe. 

Russia. The Samara. Two rivers. 
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4 With Hhe mding et, 

Qermam/y. Sehita, 8th cent The Sempt. 

In the Gael ar, slow, (whence the Arar, 
p. 118,) is to be found, as I take it, the root 
of the Welsh araf^ mild, gentle. From this 
Zeuss {Gra/mm. Celt), derives the name of 
the Arrftbo, now the Baab. This root is 
liable to mix with another, aw, p. 109, of 
precisely opposite meaning. 

H\mg(wy. Abrabo ant., now the Baab. 
India. Aeibis ant, now the PuraUj. 
Irdcmd. The Abob(bg),* Oa Cork — ^here t 

I bring in here the word o^ram or arm, 
which, both in the names of rivers, and in 
the ancient names of men, as the German 
hero Arminius, needs explanation. The au- 
thority of Dr. Donaldson may probably have 
been the cause of the reproduction, even 
in some of the latest English works^ of 
the mistake of confounding the name 
Armin, Ermin, or Irroin, with the word 
he7*mann, warrior, (from Aer, army, mann, 

* Ihii Midiiic m»7 be the MOie u the Seoteh eck ox idt, p, 9&, 
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homo). That it is not so is shown hy its 
app^tranoe in the ancient njames of wpm^n, 
as Ermina, Hermena, and Irnjina*^ (daugh- 
ter of Dagobert th^ 2nd). And by the man- 
ner in which it fprms oompounds, as Armen- 
fired, Irminric, IrmiQger,t Ermingaud, Ir- 
minher, &c. For we may take it as a c^* 
tain rqle that no word, itsdf a compound, 
forms other compounds in anci^it names. 
Indeed, the last of the five names, Irminher, 
(which is fpund b& eai'ly as the 7th cent.), is 
formed from the word her^ army, so that, 
according to the above theory, it would be 
Her-mann-her. The feet then, as I take it, 
is that, both in the names of rivers and of 
men, the root is simply arm or irm, and 
armin or irmin an extended f(wm, like those 
found jaJl throughout tiiese pages. As to its 
etymology, iJh^ word aram, oww, in the Teu- 

tiMiio dialects signifj^ng poor or weak, is i^ 

... — _.. — - .1 — ——___. 

* Ftfntemano, AHdeutsolMS Nftmenbuch. (VoL 1. PenoaonzuuBen). 

t The ntmes AuMxinE and Armimokb, (of 'which Irxmonosr m»j be » 
eorrnpiion), occur In Lowei^s Patronymica Britannica. And Arminoavd 
is one of the many names of Qerman or Frankish origin sjbill foond in 
Vranee. 
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itself unsuitable, but I think that the ori- 
ginal meaning may perhaps rather have been 
mild or gentle. The root seems to be foimd 
in the Gael ar^ slow ; and aram, may be a 
corresponding word to the Welsh araf. 
Baxter, who, though his general system of 
river-names I hold to be fallacious, was, for 
his time, no contemptible etymologist, sug- 
gests something of the sort. 

1. Enghmd. The Abme. Devon. 
Russia, The UBJUiff(KA) — ^here ? 

2. With the endmg en, 

Italy, Abdonus ant., now the Marecchia. 

The Abuike. 

3. With the ending es, 
Germomt/, Abmisia ant, now the Ebus. 

In this place I am inclined to bring in the 
Medway, and some other names connected 
with it. Among the various derivations 
which have been suggested for this name, 
that of Grimm deserves the first place, 
though I much fear that it is too poetical to 
be true. He observes, (Gesch. d. DeutscK 
$prach.)y comparing it with another name — 
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**In Carl's campaign, A.D. 779, tliere is a place, 
mentioned in the vicinity of the Weser, called 
Medofulli, Midufulli ; rmdoful means pocu- 
lum mnlsi, {Hd. 62, 10) ; it appears to have 
been a river, which at present bears some 
other name. Of just a similar meaning is 
the name of the river Medway flowing 
through the coimty of Kent into the Thames 
— i. e., Ang.-Sax. Meadovaege, Medevaege 
Medvaege {Cod. Dip.)^ from vaege, Old Sax. 
wSgi, Old Norse veig, poculum. . . I sug- 
gest here a mythological reference : as the 
livers of the Greeks and Eomans streamed 
from the horn or the urn of the river-god, so 
may also the rivers and brooks of our an- 
cestors, in a similar mythic fashion, have 
sprung from the over-turned mead-cup.'' 

It is a pity to disturb so poetical a theory, 
coming too as it does from the highest au- 
4)hority, but I much fear that on a compari- 
son of this name with all its related forms, it 
can hardly be substantiated. For the word 
does not stand alone — the prefix med is 
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found in several nam^ in which the second 
part can hardlybe taken to mean pocnltim, 
and the ending way is foimd in several names 
of which the fonner part cannot mean mnl- 
sum. In any case^ it seems to me that a 
Saxon derivation can hardly be sustained. 
For Medoftcus, (=«Medwaoiis), occurs as the 
andent name of a river in Yenetia — ^this ap« 
pears to be precisely the same name as that 
of tiie Medwag or Medway — and in Venetia 
we can account for a Celtic element^ but not 
for a Gennan. In Nennius the name stands 
as Meguaid or Megwed ; and comparing this 
with a river called the Medvied(it^) or 
Medviet(2a) in Eussia, it would seem rather 
probable that the form is not altogether false^ 
but that only it sho\ild be Medwed instead 
of Megwed. In that case it would probably 
be only another form of Medweg, for d and 
gr sometimes interchange in the Celtic dia- 
lects> as in the Gaelic ^dh and uighy via^ a 
word which indeed I take to be related to 
the one in question. Again, in the Med*- 
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uana of France and the English Medwin, 
we have a third form of ending, tvdn or 
win. And this may probjably only be one 
of those extended forms in n so common 
in the Celtic languages."^ So that the 
endings way, wdn, med, in Medway, Med- 
uana, Medvied(itza), may be slightly differ* 
ing forms of a common appellative (p. p. 62, 
63), qualified by the prefix med, which we 
have next to consider. In Gibson's "Ety- 
mological Geograph/' med is explained as 
medius — Medway t= meditmi flimien — the 
river flowing through the middle of the 
county of Kent — ^and this I think is the 
general acceptation. In the case of the Med- 
ina, (ant. Mede), which divides the Isle of 
Wight into two equal parts, I should readily 
accept such a derivation, but in the case of 
the Medway it seems to me a feattire scarcely 
sufficiently, obvious to give the name. And 
I should on the whole prefer a derivation 



* E. G. Welsh Ui, UUm, Btream, Uift O^/biH flood, mmn, srawncm^ 
humming, Ac. 
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from the same root as mead, midsum, viz., 
Sansc. midy to soften, Lat. mitisy Gael mecUh, 
soft, mild — finding in Old Norse mida, to 
move slowly or softly, the word most nearly 
approximating to the sense, and thus deriv- 
ing the name of the Medway from its gentle' 
flow. 

Nevertheless it must be observed that as 
well as the supposed river Medoftdli referred 
to as above by Grimm, we find in a charter 
of the 1 0th cent., a river called Medemelacha, 
which seems evidently to contain the Gael 
Tnecdach, sweet, and to mean "sweet as 
mead/' This river is near Medembhk on the 
Zuyder-zee, and I suppose that the name of 
the place is corrupted from it. 

The following names I place here, though 
with imcertainty in the case of some of them. 

1. Frcmce. The Mroou. Dep. Landes. 
Persia. Medus ant., now the Fulwan. 

2. WWi the endmg en, 

Rvssia, The Medin(ka). Gov. Kaluga. 

3. Compounded wUh wa/y^ wd/n, wied, see above, 
JEnglcmd. The Medway. Kent. 
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England. The Medwin. 
Fromce. Meduana ant., now the Mayenne» 
ItaXy. MedoIcus ant., now the Brenta. 

jRuasia. The MEDyiED(iTZA). 
4L Com^omided with ma, river, p, 60. 

Gerfncmj/l Metema, in a charter of the 11th 
cent. 

I thJTik, upon the whole, that the general 
meaning of the root lam, lent, liniyia smooth- 
ness. Though the root-meaning seems rather 
that of clamminess or adhesiveness, as found 
in Sansc. Umpas, Gr. Xitto?, Lat. limits. Old 
Sax. ISmo, Mod. Germ, lehm, Eng. Ume, &c.* 
In the Gr. Xijuvfj, lake, the sense becomes that 
of smooth or standing water : this, as I take 
it, is in effect the word found in the Lake 
Leman, Lodh Lomond, &c. Thougfi the word 
most immediately concerned is the Gaelic 
liobh, liomh, "Welsh llyfnu, to smooth ; and 
the Loch Lomond, (properly Lomon), was 
also formerly called, as the river which is- 
sues from it is still, Leven, being just ano- 
ther form of the same word — v and m inter- 



* Hence perhaps Jjemanaghftn, » pariah of Lelnster, which conaists 
chiefly of bog. 
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changing as elsewhere noticed. Hence the 
Welsh llifoy to pour, p. 46, might be apt to 
intermix in the following. The Lat. lawihOy the 
primitive meaning of which is to lick, is ap- 
plied to the gentle washing of a river against 
its banks — "Quae loca lambit Hydaspes,'' 
— Horace. Dugdale observes that " at this 
day divers of those artificial rivers in Cam- 
bridgeshire, anciently cut to drain the fens, 
bear the name of Leam, being aU muddy 
chaimels through which the water hath a 
dull or slow passage." In the following 
names the seaase may be sometimes then that 
of muddiness, though in geaieral, as I take 
it, that ofsluggiflhness. 

1. England. The Leam by Leamington. 

The Lyme. Dorsetshire. 
Germamy, Lamma, 11th cent. The Lammb. 

LAa[(AHA), 8th oent. Not identi- 
fied. 

LEMPmA, 8th cent. The Lempe. 
Russia. The Lama. Joins the Yolga. 

The LAM(oy). Gov. Penza, 
Italy. The Lima. Joins the Serchio. 

Spain. LiMfiA ant, now the Lima. 
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A^MmoT, Lamus ant., in Oilioia. 
% WUh the ending en. 

EnglcmcL The Leman. Devonshire. 

The LiHEN in Kent. (Limene& 
Cod. Lip.) 
Sco&cmd. Loch Lomond, formerly also called 

LSVBN. 

Swiizerlcmd, Lake Leman, or the Lake of Geneva, 

(ant. Lemannus.) 
Italy, The Lamone in Tuscany. 

3. With ihe endmg er. 

Germany. Laheb, 11th cent The Lamitkr. 

Italy. The Laubbo. 

Asia Minor. Limtbus ant., in I^cia. 

4. With the ending et. 
Suntzerkmd. The Limmat. Cant. Zurich. 

From the above form lam, lem. Urn, I take 
to be formed by metathesis aim, elm, ilm. 
And the lake Ilmen in Bnssia I take to be 
in effect the same word as the lake Leman 
in Switzerland. In the name of another lake 
in Bnssia^ the Karduanskoi-ilmen, it seems 
to occur as an appellative. A certain amoxmt 
of doubt is imported by the coincidence of 
two names in which we find a sacred char- 
acter-~the river Almo, which was sacred to 
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Cybele, and a sabted founlaiti OlmiitS men- 
tioned in Hesiod. The coincidence, however, 
may be only aocidentaL 



1. ^nglcmcL 


The Alios. Devonshire. 




TheHELim Sad&ex. 




Alum Bay in the Isle of Wight 1 


Gmnanif. 


ILM A^ 8th cetit The !&% t#o nvers. 




. The HsLiEE in Prussia. 


Edlamd. 


The AiJi in Brabatit 


Norway. 


The Alma. 


Spam. 


OJhe Alhama. !Prov. Navarra. 


Italy. 


The Almo Hear Boma 


Buasia. 


The Alma in the Crimea, 


Siberia. 


The Ijjjm. 


Greece. 


0LMEXU6 ant« B<6btia 


2. 


WUh iM endimf en. 


Gema/ny. 


Tlie Ilmen(au). Joins the Elbe. 


Bustia. 


tiMES. Lak6. 


3. 




HoUamd. 


The AoiELo; Prov. Overyssel. 


Perhaps from tiie Oad. foil^ slow, gmtH 


we may get 


tie following. 


1. EngUmd. 


The Fal by Falmouth. 


trdamd. 


The Foh^agh). Cork 




The FfrALw. Munster. 



2. WUh the endmg m. 
Scotland. The Fillan. Perthshira 

3. With the ending es. 

Germmiy. Filisa, 8th cent. The Fns and the 
Vils. 
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h^ the tiurd division of this Qhaptqr I put 
the jwonea in which the sense of spreading 
seems to be found. This sense may have 
three differ^t accept9±ions-'-"first, that, gen- 
enJly, of a wide riyer-^-secondly^ that of a 
river relatiyely broad a^d shallow— thirdly, 
that of a river forming an estuary at its 
mouth. 

I bring in here the Padup or Po, which, 
by Metrodorua ^oepsiusi, a Qreek author 
quoted by Phny, haa been d^ived from the 
pine-treeSa ^oalled in the CraiUc toDgaepadi^' 
of whiph there Mvrere a number about its 
source. A derivation like this jars with 
common sense, for it. ia unreasonable to sup- 
pose that the Gauls, coming upon this fine 
river, gave it no name until they had tracked 
it up to its source, and there made the not 
very notable discovery that it was sur- 
rounded by pine-trees. Much more proba- 
ble is it that they came first upon its mouth, 
aiid much more striking would, be the ap- 
pearance that would be presented to them. 
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For, as Niebtilir observes, **tlie basin of the 
Po, and of the rivers emptying themselves 
into it was originally a vast bay of the sea**' 
which by gradual embanking was confined 
within its present chamiela As then the 
mouth of the Padus was a vast estuary, so 
in the Gael hadh, a bay or estuary, I find 
the explanation of the name. The root, I 
apprehend, is Sansc. pat, Lat. paiteOy pcmdo, 
&c., to spread, and hence, I take it^ the name 
Bander, of several small bays on the S.W. 
coast of Asia^ of Bantry Bay in Ireland, and 
of Boderia, the name given by Ptolemy to 
the Firth of Forth. 

1. Italt/. Padus ant. The Pa 
GermcM^. Bada, 9th cent., now the Bode. 

2. With the endmg en. 

Irehmd. The Bandon. Co. Cork. (Forms a 
considerable estuary). 

Italy. Paittakus ant., now the Lake of 

Lesina^ a salt lagoon on the Adriatic. 

3. With the endmg er, 

Oermany. Patra, 9th cent., now the Padeb. 

4. With the endi/ng e$, 
Pathissus ant., now the Temks.* 



* The Bftinea Pftthiflsns and Temei I take to have the same meaning. 
I know no naaon for mippoaing that the one name is less ancient than tha 
other. 
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In the Sansc. parthy to spread or extend, 
we may perhaps find the origin of the fol- 
lowing. Can the name of the Parthians be 
hence derived, in reference to their well- 
known mode of fighting ? 

1. OerfMmy, The Pabde. Joins the Elster. 

The BoBD, in Moravia — ^here % 

2. WUh ihe ending en. 

Afia Minor. Pabthenius ant. — ^here ?* 

In the sense of ** that which spreads'' I am 
inclined to bring in the root to, tav, tan, tarn. 
While in the Gaelic we find tain, and the 
Obs. ta, water, taif, sea — ^in the Welsh we 
have the verbs taenu and tafu, to expand or 
spread. The latter, I think, must contain 
the root-meaning; and the appellatives must 
rather signify water of a spreading character. 
In this sense we find the words to, <4 tot^, 
in the Hmigarian dialects signifying a lake. 
The Sansc. has tan, to extend, but we must 
presume a simpler form ta, corresponding 
with the above Obs. Gael word for water. 



* The deriration of Strabo, from parthenoe, Tirgin, in reference to tbe 
flowen on Um banks, seems rather far-fetched. 
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Mono ^xplabisi tc^h^ M in Tal^^cta (the 
SQhddt)^a$ "a hcotjA, rivor, especially cme 
with a broad mouih,'' This seni50 no doubt 
obtains m many of the namea of thi^ group, 
for, as well as thQ Seheldt ; th^ Tay, Taw, 
Teign, and Tamar, all have this oharaic^ir in 
a more or less notable degree. In other 
cases the sense may be that of comparative 
broadness — ^thus the Timavus, though little 
more than a mile long, is 60 yards broad 
close to its sourca So the characteristic gf 
the Dane, a9 noticed by the county topo- 
graphers^ is that it is "brqad and shallow/' 
And the feature which strikes the topo- 
grapher is of course that which woujd natu- 
rally give the name. There are, however, 
some other roots which might intermix, as 
Sansc. tan, resonare, Lat. tono^ Germ, tonen, 
&c. Also Gael, and Ir. taam, to pom: ; Gael 
and Ir. torn, to bathe, Welsh and Ir. ton, 
unda. 

The form Ta, Tahy IVw. 
1. Englomd. The Tavy and the Taw. Devon. 
\ Deya ani, the Des — ^here ? 
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Irelcmd. 



2. 

Scotland, 
Holland, 
Siberia, 
India, 

h Engh/nd, 

ScotUmd, 

France, 

J^orwoAi, 

Italy. 

EiLseia, 



% 

Erhglcmd, 
Bdgivm, 
Italy, 
Spain, 



TAVtJS^t. IIi^Tay. 
Th© Ditai, ti^ iiv«tsr~here ? 
The TA.W, ttr4i TiW, and the Tave. 
The TAt; Waterfowl 
Loch Ta in Wexfotd. 
The DiTB, De)>. Tltenn^-^^ierel 
The Thata in Morayia. 
The Deva by PLweentia— here ? 
W%thV¥i^nMtijdt>ri, 
The Teviot in Eoxburghshire — ^here ? 
Tabuda ant., now the Scheldt. 
The Tavda. 
TheTA^Tiafr— hferel 

The Tsi^N and the Tbanb. 
The Dane and the Deaioi 
The Tame, three rivers. 
The Tig^l^L Selkirkshire. 
Panus ant., now the DoK. 
Danus ant., now the Ain. 
The Dahme and the D^aume. 
The Tana. 

TiMAVUS ant., now the Timao. 
Tanais ant.^ now the DoK. 
The Tim and the Tom. 
TAinjs ant., now the Luku. 
WUh the ending er. 
The Tamab. ComwalL 
TheDsMEB. 

Tawakub ant., now the Tanabo. 
Tamabis ant., now the Tambbe. 
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Syria. Tahtras ant, (Strabo)— here ? 

3. WUk the ending d. 

England. Tamede {Cod. Dip.), now the Teme. 
Mawretcmia. Tamuba ant. {PUny.) . 

4. With the ending es. 

EngLcmd. The Thames. Tamesis((%B8ar),Tani- 
esa (2W^utf), Tamese, Temis (Cod^. 
2>t|>.), Welflh Tain. 

Hwngary. The Temes, ant. Pathisus, {see noU 
p. 132). 

From the root tan, to extend, we may pro- 
bably also derive the word tang found in 
Hung, tenger, sea> Ostiakic (an Ugric dialect 
of the Finnic class) tangat, river^ and in the 
Dan. tang, sea-weed, which probably con- 
tains a trace of an older sense. 



1. EMamd. 


The DoNGB in Brabant. 


NoruKvy. 


The Tengs. 


2. 


Wiih the endmg er. 


Oermomy. 


ToNGERA, 10th cent, now the Tan- 




GEB. 


lidy. 


Taitagke ant, now the Takagbo— 




heret 
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CHAPTER VI. 



CHARACTER OF COURSE. 

In the inscription of Pnl found at Nine- 
veh, aa deciphered in the Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society, vol. 19, pt. 2, the Euphrates 
is called the Irat, which is conjectured by 
the translator to have been a local name. It 
seems to be from the Sansc. iraZ (= Latin 
erraiiSy Eng. errarvt)^ from the verb ir, Lat. 
erroy to wander. The same word seems to 
be found in the Irati of Spain — ^perhaps also 
in the Orontes (=Irantes=:Irates), of Syria. 
Possibly also in the Erid-anus or Po, though 
I am rather inclined to agree with Latham 
that the word contained therein is only 
ridan* Perhaps then the form Irt or Urt in 

* Thftt is, if it be tlie mune of anf real xiyer fUling into the Baltiob 
(the Ehodanne hj Dantsic is raggested by some) ; but according to Heereo 
and Sir G. Lewis the Eridaniu was a purely poetical stream, without any 
geographical position or character.— i^ on ariidi by Sir Q, Lewit in NoUt 
and Qu«rie$, JiOy 8, 1868. 

S 
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river-names may be a contracted form of 
irai^ as we find it in the Gterm. irrthum, a 
mistake. 

1. England The Ibt. Oomberland. 

Ubtius ant., now the Ibthino. 
Belgium, Ubta, 9th cent., now the Oust. 

TheEERNS. 
Spam. The Ibatl Prov. NaTarra. 
Ada* Irat, a name of the Euphrates. 

2. With the ending d. 

Owmamy. TTBTBLUk^ 9th oent., now the Sens- 
bach. 

From the Sansc. hTiuj^ Goth. Ijugan^ Welsh 
hwdUy GaeL hoghy Eng. hoWy &c., in the sense 
of tortuonsness, we may take the following. 

1. England, The Bowe. Shropshire. 
Scotland. The Bogie. Aberdeen. 
Eiissia, The Buo. Joins the Dnieper. 

2. WUh ihe endvng en. 
Germany. The Booen. Joins the Danube. 

3. WUh the endmg et. 
Scotland The Bucket. Aberdeen. 

From the GaeL and Welsh cam, to bend, 

Sansc. hamp, Gr. Kafiirw^ are the following, 

Englomd The Cam by Cambridga 
Germcmy. Camba, 8th cent The Kahp. 
The Cham in Bavaiia. 
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SwUzedcmd. The Kam. 

Norway. The Kail Joins the Glommen. 

Euaski. The EIama. Joins the Yolga. 

The Kkmi. Two rivers. 

The Sanso. root car, to move, branches out 
into two different meanings, that of rapidity 
and that of circuitonsness, the former of 
which I have included in the previous chap- 
ter. In the latter sense we have the Gael 
car or chavy tortuous, the Ang.-Sax. cSrran, 
to turn or bend, &c., to which I place the 
following. 



1. Eriglcmd, 


The Chab. Dorsetshire. 




The CHOa Lancashire. 




The Kerr. Middlesex. 


ScoOand. 


Cor(abona)» ant. The Carron. 


Framce. 


The OBtSL Joins the Loire. 


Greece. 


Chares ant. Cdchis. 


Persia. 


Cyrus ant., now the Kur. 


2. 


WiQ^ the &ndmg en. 


England. 


CiRBMTUS ant. The Churne (Glouces- 




tershire). 


Framce, 


The Charente. 


3. 


With the ending d. 


Oreece. 


CorXlis ant BoBotia. 




Cttraltus ant. Thessaly. 


Ruaaia. 


The KoROL. Joins the Dnieper 



* In this case the ending en is very clearly a contraction of abon or 
axon, rhrer. 
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From the Old High Germ, crumby Mod. 
Grerman hrwm/m^ Danish krummey GlaeL and 
Welsh crorriy curving or bending, we may 
take the following. The root seems to be 
found in the Sansc. hramy to move, to go, 
which, as in other similar cases, may also 
diverge into the meaning of rapidity. 

1. Englcmd The Cbumic(ock), formerly Obum- 

(beck), which fomis the lake of the 
same nama 
Germamy. CBnMB(AHA), 10th cent., now the 

GBnMB(ACH). 

Rmmok. The Eboma« Oov. OreL 

2. W^JQi, the endmg en. 

Qtrm/omy. ' GHBUMBm(BACH), 8th cent., now the 
Kbum(bach). 

3. WUh the ending er. 
Italff, Obemera ant. in Etroria. 

4. With the ending es. 
Oermemi/. The Ebems. Joins the Danube. 

CBEMisusant. 



For the root sid we have the Welsh sid, 
vnnding, and the Anglo-Saxon std, broad, 
spreading. The former is, I think, the sense 
contained in the following, though both 
words may be from the same root. 
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1. En^cmd. The Sn>. Devonahire. 

2. WUh the endmg en. 
EngUmd. The Seaton. ComwalL 

3. WUh the endmg m, p, 34. 
Suntzerland, Sitebuna, 8th cent, now the Sitteb 

or SiTTEBir. 

Baxter's derivation of the Derwent ifrom 
Welsh derwyriy to wind, appears to me the 
most suitable. That of Zeuss (taking the 
form Druentia), from dru^ oak, seems insuf- 
ficent ; because the number of names, all in 
the same form, seem to indicate that the 
word contarned must be something more 
than dm. That of Armstrong, from dear^ 
great, amhaiuy river, is founded upon a care- 
less hypothesis that the Derwent of Cum- 
berland is the largest river in the North of 
England, which is not by any means the 
case. 

EngUmd* The Derwent. Four rivers. 

Treonta ant. The Trent. 
Frcmce, Druentia ant., now the Durance. 
Germm/y. The Drewenz. Prtussia. 
Italy. Truentxus ant, now the Trento. 

Busda. TuRUNTus ant., now the Duna. 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 CHABACTBB OF COURSE. 

In the sense of tortuonsness I am inclined 
to bring in the following, referring them to 
Old Norse meisj curvatura, Eng. ma2^,&c. 
This seems most suitable to the character of 
the rivers, as the Maese or Meuse, and the 
Moselle. The word seems wanting in the 
Celtic, imless we think of the Welsh mydu, 
to arch, to vault. The other word which 
might put in a claim is mos, which, in the 
sense of marsh, is to be traced both in the 
Celtic and German speech, and whence, as 
supposed, the name of the ancient Mysia or 
Moesia. 

1. England. The Maese. Derbyshira 
Scotland. The Masie. Aberdeen. 

France, iSsc. Mosa, 1st cent. B.C. The Maas, 

Maes, or Meuse. 
Qcmwm/y, Miss(aha), 8th cent. The Meiss(au). 
The Mies in Bohemia. 

2. Wi^ the endmg en. 
ItcHy. The Musone. Two rivers. 

3. With the endmg el. 

Gemumy, Mosella, 1st cent. The Moselle. 

The only names which appear to contain 
an opposite sense to the foregoing are the 
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Beina of Norway, and the Bane of Lincoln- 
shire, which seem to be from Old Norse 
beinrif North Eng. 6am, straight, direct 
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QUAUTy OP WATERS. 

There are a number of river-names in 
which the sense of clearness, brightness, or 
transparency is to be traced From the 
Sansc. cand, to shine, Lat. candeOy Welsh, Ir. 
Arm., and Obs. Gael can^ white, clear, pure, 
we get the following. But the (JaeL and Ir., 
caoiny soft, gentle, is a word liable to inter- 
mix. 

1. England. The Cahk. Essex. 

The Kbn or Kent. Wesimorlaiid. 
The Kenve. Devonshire. 
The Ejsn. Joins the Dee. 
The Conn. Oona of Ossiao. 
Candy bum. Lanarkshire. 
The Cain. MerionetL 
CoNEy 9th cent, now the Oond. 
The Ejlna. Gov. Teniseiat 
The Cane or Ken— here ? 



Sco&amd. 



Wales. 
Gtrmany. 
Eu88ia, 
India. 
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2. With the ending en. 
Scodcmd. The Conan. DingwalL 
Italy. The Cantiako. Pont. States. 

3. Wiiih the endmg er, 
England* The Condeb. Lancashire. 

The CoiTNEB. Cornwall. 
Swvtzerlamd. The Kandeb. 

4. Com^pcwnded with vi, tin/, river ^ 
Wales. OoKOVius ant. The Conway. 

The Old Celtic word vind^ fotuad in many 

ancient names of persons and places, as 

Vindo, Vindus, Vindanus,^ Vindobona, Vin- 

dobala^ &c., represents the present Welsh 

gwyn {=gwynd), and the Ir. Jinn {^find)^ 

white. "The Celt, vind^' observes Gluck, 

"comes from the same root as the Goth. 

hveit ; it stands for cvind with an intrusive 

n ; the root is cvid = the Germ, root hvit!* 

The meaning in river-names is bright, clear, 

pure. 

1. England. The Vent. Cumberland. ^ 
The QuENNY. Shropshire. 
Wales. The Gwynedd ( = Gwynd ?) 

* The three flnt we lutmes of penons, uid to them we might perhapg 
refer the present family names Window, Windus, Vini>in ; though 
Windo and Winidin were also ancient German names.— (^0rrtemann'« 
AltdeuUdUB Namenbuch.) The Welsh name Qwym and the Irish Fuiir 
represent the later form of the word. 
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Ireland. Tke Fnrar. XTlster. 

Frcmce. TheViaiD^ Dep. Yend^. 

jSuwiaL The Yind(au) or Wiin>(Au^ 

2. WUk ik$ eiMt^ •». 
ScoUemd. The Fishan. InTemenk 

3. With ihe mdmg w. 
UngUmd. The lake WiirDVB(MraiB) ¥^ 
Ireland, WQrpn^uufly Ptobm^^ a river aot 

identified. 
4 TFitfc th>e ending my p. 34. 

Scotlamd. The Findhosn. Inyemess. 

5. TTi^^ the endvng el, 

Enghmi. The Waxtdlsl Surrey. 

Ge/rmomy, "FmoLAy 8th cent.^ now the Y^ine. 

From the Welsh UtuySy clear, pure, Gael 
to5, to shine, G^^L and Ir. leus^ hght, cog- 
nate with Old Norse Zio^,^ clear, pure^ Lafc. 
lu^eo, &a, I derive the following. The Gael 
M, hf, day, must^ I think, contain the root. 



1. JSnglaruL 
ScoUamL 
Fra/ncB. 
Bdgiwm, 
Geftmomy, 

2. 



The Liza. Oumberland. 

The LossiB. Elgin. 

The Lez. Dep. H^irault. 

The Lesse. 

The Loose. Proas.. Sax. 

With the ending en. 

TheLiziarA. 



* Or, as I have elsewhere derived it, from (he man's 
•tiU found in the disUicft. 



Winder, 
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The LmiKs. Fiills into the Oolf of 
Bothnia. 
3. WUh the ending er. 

Qwmain/y. LsstJAA^ 11th cent., fioir the Libser. 
Lysera, 10th cent., now the Leisek^ 

From the root of the above, by the prefix 

g^ is formed Gael and Welsh ^^ blue or 

green, (perhaps originaUy rather transpar- 

ent), and the Old Norse ghdvy Old High 

Germ, glatty shining. 

ScotUmd. The Glass. InTemesB. 

Glass. A lake, Eoishire. 
Germany, The Glatt. Hohenzollem Sig. 
Swkz^and. Glata, 8th cent. The GtA^. 

Also from the same root come Gael, Ir., 
and Arm. glan, Welsh glain, pure, cleaf, 
Eng. clean. 

EngUmd. The Glek. Korthumberland. 
The Glen. Lincobishire. 
The Clok. I^ropshire. 
Frmtse. The Glanb. 

GerTnany. Glana, 8th cent. The Glan, two 

rivers, and the Glon, three rivers. 

St^Uiserland. TUhe Klok, a small but beautiful lake 

in the Ellonthal— here, or to Hem, 

liti^9 

Italy. Clanis ani, now the Chiana. 

Clanius ant., in Campania. 
lUyria, The Glan, in Carinthia. 
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From the Old High Germ. Uatar, Mod. 
Germ, lavter, pure, Forstemaim derives the 
following rivers of Germany. Hence also 
the name of Lauterhrunnen Q>runnen, fonn- 
tain), in Swit29erland. 

Germany. Hlutb(aha), 7ih cent. The Lautei^ 
the LuDEB, the Luitbb. 
The SoMMEBLAUTEB in Wirtemhnig 
seems to merit the title of pareness 
onlj in sammer. 

The following names I think can hardly 

be referred to the same origin as the abov^ 

though according to Lhuyd, who derives 

them from Welsh gloew, clear, and dtvr, 

water, they would have the same meaning. 

Englcmd, The Lowther. Westmoreland. 
Scotland. The Lauder. Berwickshire. 
Framce, The Lauteb. 

In the Gael and Ir. 6an, white, we may 

probably find the meaning of the following. 

Irdcmd. The Bank. Three rivers. 
ScoUcmd. The Bann(ock) by Bannockbnm. 
Bohemia, The Ban(itz). 

Of the two following names the former 
may be referred to the Welsh claer, and the 
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latter to the Swed. UaVy both same as Eng. 
clear. 

Irdamd. The Clabe. Coxmaught. 

Sweden, The Klara {Ay river). 

From the Welsh i^r, pure, clear, we may 
get the following. The root is foTind in 
Sansc. tor, to penetrate, whence toro^, trans- 
parent. 

Italy, The Tabo. Joins the Po. 

Siberia. The Taba. Joins the ToboL 

3: Wi&i, ihe endi/ng en. 

England. The Teabne. Shropshire. 
The Deabne. Yorkshire. 

France. The Tabn. Joins the Garonne. 
9. With the endi/ng es. 

Evnga/ry. The Tabisa. 

The following two rivers of Germany may, 
as suggested by Forstemann, be referred to 
Old High Germ.^efe, p\u:e, bright. 

1. Oermcmy. Flad(aha), 8th cent. Not identified. 

2. Wi&i the ending enz, 

Germany. Fladinz, 11th cent., now the Flad- 
inrz. 

The root hil I have, in river-names gene- 
rally, referred at p. 84 to the Celtic hiol^ 
water. But in the Slavonic districts we may 
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also think of the Slav, bicdd, white, though 
we cannot say but that even there the Cdtic 
word may intermix. 

Germanf/. The Bujl in BoHemia. 

The BiALA in Silesia 
Eussia. The Bielaya. Joins the Kama. 
The BiALY. Joins the Narew. 

From the Old High Germ, swarz. Mod. 
Germ, schwarz, black, are the names of seve- 
ral rivers of Germany, as the Schwarza, 
the ScHWARZAXJ, the Schwarzbach, Ac. 
Also in Norway we have two rivers called 
SvABT Elv, and in Sweden the Svabt An, 
which falls into the Midar Lake. From the 
Old Norse doeckvy dark, may be the Dokka 
in Norway, but for the Docker of Lanca- 
shire the Gael, dotch, swift, may be more 
suitable. 

The Welsh du, Gael duhh, black, proba- 
bly occurs in river-names, but I have taken, 
p. 36, the meaning of water, as found in Obs. 
Gael, deb, to be the general one. The Welsh 
duUts, dark or bladdsh blne^ is found in 
the DowLBS of Shrc^MBhire, and in several 
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streams of Wales. The Douglas of Lan- 
arkshire shews the original form of the word, 
from du, black, and glas, blue. 

The root scd I have taken at p. 76 to have 
in some cases the simple meaning of water. 
But in the following the quaKty of saltness 
comes before us as a known charactaistic. 

Germmiy. Salz(aha), 8tk cent. The Salza by 
Salzbuig. 

Sausus^ 8th cent., now the Selse. 

The Salzb. Joins the Werre. 
Stmga/ry. TheSzAUL* Falls into Lake Balaton. 

Of an opposite character are the following, 

which we may refer to Welsh melus. Gad. 

and Ir. milis, sweet, miUse, sweetnesa Some 

other rivers, as the ancient Melah in Asia 

Minor, now the Kara-su (Black river), and 

three rivers of ike same name in Greece, 

must be referred to Gr. M^Xa?, black. 

Otrmanym MnizrasAy 8th cent., now the MiQ- 
misch. 
MiLsiBACH, 11th cent. 
PortugaL MsLSUsant. (Stxabo)^ 

* TbewBtewof Lak6 Balaton aze deaciibedaa " lUf^tly salt," and I 
asnime from (he name that the Ssala is (he river from wliioh i(s aaKnesa 
ia derived. 
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THE SOUND OF THE WATEBS. 

The Gbeta in the English Lake District 
haa been generally derived from Old Norse 
grdta^ Scotch greety to weep or mourn, in 
aUiision to the wailing somid made by its 
waters. There is also a Geeta in West- 
moreland and a Greta beck in Yorkshire. 
In the Obs. Guel. and Ir., greath also signi- 
fies a noise or cry, so that it is qtiite possible 
that the original Celtic name may have been 
retained in the same sense, 
. Of an opposite meaning to the above is 
the name Blythe of several small rivers in 
Sigland. I do not see how this can be 
otherwise derived than from the Ang.-Sax, 
hlithe^ merry* And how appropriate this is 
to many of om* English streams we hardly 
need poetic illustration to tell us. 
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Of a conreapc^ding meaimig with the 
Saxon name Blyti^e may be the. Ayoga or 
OvocA of Wicklow, the Oboobla of Ptolemy. 
Baster r^rs it to Welsh <miKHms^ acer, a 
word of no Tery cheerfdl association for the 
spot where 

" N«liiTe haa 9gt96A o^r the scene 
Her purest of dystal, aDoL brightest of green.*' 

The GaeL ahhach, blythe, sportive, would 
seem to give a better etymon for the bright 
waters of Avoca, Whetiber the Ocker of 
Germany (ant. Obocra, Otocra, Qvokare), 
may be derived from the same word I do 
not know sufficient to judge. 

From the Gr. fipijuLw, Lat. freinOy Aug.- 
Sax, bremma% to roar. Old Norse brim, 
roaring or foaming of the sea, Welsh ffrom, 
fuming, GaeL farcmi, din, I take the follow- 
ing. The following description given by 
Strabo* of the Pyramus shews the appro- 
priateness of the derivation* " Th^e is also 
an extraordinary fissure in the mountain, 

* Bobn*§ TnuMlatioB. 
U 
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(Taurus), through which the stream is car- 
ried ... On account of the winding of 
its course, the great contraction of the stream, 
and the depth of the ravine, a noisey like that 
of thunder y strikes at a distance on the ears 
of those who approach it'' 

1. EngUmd. The Fromb. Five rivers. 

The Fbame. Dorsetshire. 
Qermomy. Bbak(aha) or Bb£m(aha), 9th cent., 
a stream in OdenwalcL 

Pbimma, 9th cent. Near Worms. 

The Pbum in Prussia. 
DenmcMrh The Bram(aub) in Holstein. 
Italy, FoBMio ant. in Venetia. 

Asia Mmor. Pyramus ant., now the Jihun. 

2. . With the endmg t 
Germany, The Pfjeieimt in Bavaria. 

3. WUh the endmg nt, 

Oermany, PBEMAJrriA, 9th cent., now the 
Pbims. 

4. With the endmg es. 
Greece, Permessus ant. Boeotia. 

In the Gael, fuair, sotmd, faoi, a noisy 

stream, we may perhaps find the origin of 

the FowEY in Cornwall, and of the Foyers 

in Inverness, the latter of which is noted as 

forming one of the finest falls in BritaiD. 
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From the GaeL gaoir, din, we may derive 
the Gauib in Perthshire ; and from toirm of 
the same meaning, perhaps the Tebmon in 
Ukter. Hence might also be the Tbome 
and the Texjim:, elsewhere derived at p. 70. 
From the Gael durd, durdan, Welsh 
dwrddy humming or murmiu:, Lhuyd de- 
rives the name Douedwy, of some brawling 
streams in Wales ; but quoting the deriva- 
tions of some other writers, he adds, with 
more humility than authors generally pos- 
sess — ** Eligat Lector quod maxime placet/' 
To the same origin may probably also be 
referred the Dourdon in France, Dep. Seine- 
Inf. 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 JUNOnON OB SBPAKATION 



CHAPTEK IX. 

JUNCTION OR SEPARATION OF BTREAMa 

There are several nvetr-nai&es which con* 
tain the idea^ either of the jiuaotioii of two 
streams, or of the separation of a river into 
two branchea The Vistnhii Vieula» or 
WjA% (for in these various Ibrms it appeara 
jn anoi^it records), is referred by Mtiller,* 
rightly as I think, to Old Norse quid, Grarm. 
zvnesel, branch, as of a river. A simpler 
form of quisl is contained in Old Norse quistr, 
ramus, and the root is to be found in Sansc. 
dwis, to separate, Gael and Ir. dis, two. The 
Old Norse name of the Tanais or Don, ac- 
cording to Grimm {Deutsch. Gramm. 3, 385), 
was Vana-quisL The word whistle, found as 
the ending of some of our local names, as 
Haltwhistle in Northumberland, and Osbald- 

* Die nutf ken dei VftterUadea. 
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whistle in Lancashijre, I take to be=:tlie Old 

Norae quish the sense might be that of the 

branching off of two roads or two streams. 

In an account of the hydrography of Lanark^ O '^ 

shire, for which I am indebted to the kind- <i^^^^ ^ 

ness of a Friend, there is a bum called Gala- ^r^^^^^^ "^ 

whistle, which compaaree with the above Old "^ ^^^^T* 

Norse Vana-qnisL In connection with the 

Vistula Jomandes introduces a river Viscla, 

which has been generally considered to be 

merely another form of the same word — 

Eeichard* being, as I believe, the only writer . 

who considers it to be a different river. It 

seems to me a curious thing that it has never 

occurred to any one to identify it with the 

Wisloka, which joins the Vistula near Bara- 

nov. The modem name must contain the 

correct form, for Wisloka- an Old High 

Germ. Wisilacha, from acha or oAa, river, 

and is ihib same as the Wisilaffa or Wislau^ 

from afa or upay river. The following names 

I take to be all variations of the same word. 

* QittmaaAaii wileff den SOnMrn. 
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Fra/nce. 



1. Frcmce. The Oust. Dep. Cdtes-du-NorcL 
Germomy, The Twiste. Joins the DiemeL 

The QuEiss. Pruss. Silesia. 
Bussia. The TJisr. Joins the ToboL 
The UsTE. Joins the Dwina. 

2. WUh ihe endmg en. 

German^/. Quistina, 1 1th cent., now the Kosten. 

3. WUh the ending er. 
The ViSTRE. Dep. Gard. 
The Vbsdbe. Joins the Ourt. 
The Ybistb(itz). Pruss. Silesia. 

4. With the ending m. 

Germcmy, Quistirna, 8th cent., now the Twisti^ 
joins the Oste. 

5. With the ending eZ=0. N, qwisl. 
Germam/^ Vistula, 1st cent.. Germ. Weichsel. 

<Crc. 'Wisl(oka), joins the Vistula. (See 

above,) 
The Wisl(ok). Joins the San. 
Wisil(appa), 11th cent., now the 
Wisl(aup). 
France. The Vesle. Joins the Aisna 

The following seem also to contain the 
Germ, zwei^ Eng. twOy and to have something 
of a similar meaning to the foregoing. 

1. Germomy. The Zwitt(awa) or Zwitt(au) in 

Moravia. 

2. With the ending el. 
The Zwettel in Austria. 
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I include also here the Scheldt or 
ScHBLDB, (the ScALDis of CsBsar), which I 
think is to be explained by the Old Norse 
skUdr, Dan. skiUy separated, in allusion to 
the two mouths by which it enters the North 
Sea. And to the same origin may be also 
placed the Schilt(ach) of Baden, which 
falls into the Kinzig. 

From the Gael caraid, duplex, may pro- 
bably be the two Carts in the Coimty of 
Renfrew, the united stream of which enters 
the Firth of Clyde near Glasgow. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER X. 

BOUNDABY OB PBOfBCHON. 

The idea of a rirar as a protectkm or as a 
boundary seems to indicate a more settled 
state of society, and therefore not to belong 
to the earliest ord^ g£ nomendature. And 
consequently, though this chapter is not 
quite so had as the wdl-kuown cme •* Con- 
coming Owls,^ in HorreboVs Natural His- 
tory of Iceland, the sum and substance of 
which is that ** There are no owls of any kind 
in the whole Island" — ^it will be seen that 
the number of names is very small in which 
such a meaning is to be traced. 

The word gard, which in the Celtic, Teu- 
tonic, Slavonic, and other tongues has the 
meaning of protection or defence, must, I 
think, have something of the same meaning 
in river-names. Or it may perhaps rather 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOtJNDARY OR PROTfiOTlON. 161 

be that of boundary, for the two senses run 
very much into each other. 

1. Frcmce. l%e Gabd. Joins the Rhone. 
Germomy. Qabd(aha}, Sth dent. The Oabt- 

(ach). 
The KAiiT(ttAUE) in Prussia. 

2. With the tiidmg efi, 
Scotland. The Gaiuden. Joins the Dee. 
Prance. The Gardon. Joins the Rhone. 

Jardanits ant in Crete— here I 



In the Gael sgia^ Welsh ysgw, guard, pro- 
tection^ and in the Welsh ysgi, separation or 
division, we have two senses^ of which the 
latter may be more suitable for the follow- 
ing. The Editor of Smith's Ancient Geo- 
graphy suggests that the Scius of Herodotiis 
may be the preset Isker in Bulgaria : in an 
etymological point of view this seems proba- 
ble, for as Scius =3 Welsh ysgiy so Isker* 
Welsh ysgat of the same meaning. 

Netheviandi. The Soms b j Schiedam. 
Damib. Frov. Scius ant.^ now the Iskeb ? 

From the Gael scar, sgar^ Welsh ysgar^ 
Ang.-Sax. scSran, to divide, in the sense of 
boundary, may be the following. The small 
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river Scarr in Dumfriesshire forms for six 
miles a boundary between different parishes,* 

1. England. The Shekel Kent. 
ScotUmd, The Scaeb. Dumfriesshire. 

The Shiba. Argyle. 
Oermam/y. Scebb, 11th cent. The Soheeb. 

2. WiHh the ending en. 
England. The Skebne. Durham. 
Germamy. Sohybne, 11th cent., not identified. 

Any names in which the sense of hi/nd^ 
terra, occurs, may, I think, be explained most 
reasonably in the sense of boimdaiy or ter- 
ritorial division. To this Grimm places the 
FuLDA of Germany, Fuld(aha), 8th cent., 
referring it to Old High Germ.yt^&a, Ang.- 
Sax.ybMe, earth, ground. 

Perhaps also to a similar origin may be 
referred the Molp(atj) in Bohemia^ and the 
Moij)(ava) of Moldavia. But the Gael 
and Ir. moMay maUay gentle, slow, Anglo- 
Sax, milde, Eng. mild, may be perhaps more 
suitable : the Mulde, which joins the Elbe, 
and which in the 8th cent, appears as Hilda, 
seems more probably from this origin. 

* StatiiUcAl Moount of Soottand. 
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The Boia>(Au), formerly Boroinb, which 
forms for some distance the boimdary be- 
tween East and West Friesland, may, as 
suggested by Forstemann, be derived from 
Old Fries, and Anglo-Saxon hordy border. 
Another river of the same name (p. 33) may 
perhaps be otherwise derived. 

I am inclined to bring inhere the Granta, 
and to suggest that it may have been a Sax. 
or Angle name of the Cam, or of a certain 
part of the Cam. This river seems to have 
formed one of the boundaries of the country 
of the Gyrvii;* ite name appears in Henry 
of Huntingdon as Grenta; and the Old 
Norse grend, Mod. Germ, grenze, boundary, 
seems a probable etymon. 



* See ftn urtide hj the Bev. W. Stabbs on "The FeandaUon aaxd earljr 
Vutt of Foterboroii^'' in the Arohssologloal JonnuJ for Sept, 186L 
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VABI0U3 BSBIVATIONa 

In this chapter I include some names 
which do not come under any of the fore- 
going heads, or which have been omitted in 
their places. 

The following have generally been referred 
to GraeL caoly straight, narrow. 

1. England. ^Hie Colb. WaFwidcBUra 

The CoLY, Deyoii, 

2. With the endmg erv. 
Englcmd, The Colnb. Three rivers. 

But even if this derivation is to be re- 
ceived, we must seek another meaning for 
the Kola in Russian Lapland, and the 
Koli(ma) in Siberia — ^the latter in particu- 
lar being a large river, with a wide estuary. 

The GaeL and L:. heag, little, forms the 
ending of some Lish river-names, as the Aw- 
BEG, the OwENBEG, and the Abobeg.* The 

* Tho dorivation ftt p. 120 I most retract, finding hegutk termination 
of other Iriih river-names. 
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meaning in all thegfe oaaaa is " little river** — 
owen being the same as o^on, at(f the simple 
form av of the same word, ajid aro an appdi^ 
lative as at p. 33, now lost in the Celtip. 

From the Gael suatl, small, have also 
been derived the Swale and other following 
rivers. CSialmers rightly objects to this as 
inconsistent with the character of the rivers, 
though the derivation which he proposes to 
substitute, from ys-wall^ a sheltered place, 
affords, it mu^t be admitted, no rexy happjr 
alternative. I think the word contained 
must be related to Old High German w(^. 
Old Norse svelgr^ g^irges, Eng. ^w^, though 
it is wanting in the Celtic. 



1. Unglcmd. 


TheSwAL^ Two river^ Kontwid 




Yorkshire. 




The SwiLY. Gloucestershire. 


IreUmd. 


The SwELLY. Donegal 




The SwiiXT. Ulster. 


Germcmy, 


guALA ant. The Sohwale. 


Frcmce. 


SuLGAS ant., now the Sor^e. 


Russia. 


The SxjLA— here % 


2. 


W^ibs mdm0 ^ 


Irekmd. 


TheSuLLANB. 
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The following must be referred to Old 
High Germ, sualnty gurges, an extension of 
the previous word sual. 

Germtmy. Sualman(aha), 8th century. The 

SCHWALM. 

SuLMANA, 8th cent. The Sulk. 
Bdgwm. The SaIiIC. Ptoy. lAlgd. 
Frcmce. The Solman. Dep. Jura. 

The Shannon has by some writers been 
derived from Ir. aBan or shean, old. But 
inasmuch as there is no river that is other- 
wise than old, the term could only be used 
in a poetic sense, like " that ancient river, the 
river Kishon.'' A more suitable etymon, 
however, seems to me to be foimd in Ir. and 
Obs. Gael sionay delay; this corresponds 
with the Gaelic form of the name, Sionan, 
given by Armstrong. 

Scoikmd. TheSmN. Sutherland. 
IreUmd. Senus (Ptolemy). The Shannok. 
G&rmcmy, Sinka, 8th cent. The SmN. 
Belgium. The Senne. Joins the Dyle. 
Italy. Sena ant, now the NevohL 
Au8t. Pol. The Sak, two rivers — ^here f 
India. The Sbeka — ^here f 
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From the Gael cohhair, Ir. cwJAatr, foam, 
froth, appear to be the following. 

En^Uvnd. The Cobeb. ComwalL 
The CoYEB. Yorkshire. 
Efi89ta. The Chopeb. 
Asia. Chabobas ant., now the Khabub — 

here? 
India. Chabebis ant, now the Cavebi — 
here) 

From the Ir. and Obs. Gael breath, pure, 

clear, I take to be the following. 

England. The Bbatha. Lake District. 
Scoikmd. The Bboth(ock). Forfar. 
Germany. The Bbett(ach). Joins the Kocher. 

The Bbat(awa) in Bohemia. 

Bbaht(aha),* 10th centiuy. The 
Braght — ^here ? 
Asia Minor. Pbactius ant — here ? 

And from the Ir. brag, running water, I 

follow Mone in taking the following. 

1. Enghmd. The Bbay. Devon. 
Ireland. The Bbay. Wicklow. 
France. The Bbay. Joins the Loira 
Germany. The Bbege, in the Scharwarzwald. 

2. With the ending en. 

England. The Bbadve. Joins the Blackwater. 
Ireland. Bbeagna, an old name for the Boyne. 

* Wiegand, (OberheMiaohe ortniftmeB), refers thii name to Old High 
Oerm. hraht, fremltui. 
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A root for riv^r-notnes, to which might be 
put the following, is found by FSrstemann 
in Old High Germ, r&r. Mod. Oerm. tohr, 
arundo, Eng. rush. 

GmfifUmy. Bob(aha), llih centrny, noir the 

BOHRBACH. 

RuKA, 84h oent. The Buhb. 
HdUcmd. The Boeb. Joins the Maas. 

The word sH in river-names would seem 
to have the meaning of still or sluggish wa- 
ter. The Gael has sily to drop, rain, drip ; 
and the Arm. has siUiy to filter. (The Old 
Fries, sil^ canal, seems hardly a related word ; 
it appears more probably to be connected 
with Old Norse sUa^ to cut, to ftirrow.) Ac- 
cording to Pliny, the Scythian name of the 
Tanais or Don was Silis ; and several other 
Scythian rivers had the same name, (Grimm, 
Gesch. d. Deutsche Sprach.) la this point of 
view the above derivation might seem too 
restricted, and we might think of sil, as of 
sal, (p. 75), ds formed by the pitefiix s from 
the root cd or il, to go, (p. 7l,) in the simple 
meaning of water. According to Strabo and 
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Hiny the Silaris oi Italy had the property 
of petrifying any plant tlirown into it ; but 
as, according to Clavier, the modem inha- 
bitants of its banks know nothing of any 
such property, it would rather seem as if the 
BtoTj had been made to fit the supposed con- 
nection of the name with silex, flint. 

1. BwUz&domd. Sjl(aha), 11th cent. The Sihl. 
IMy. Suiis ant, now the Sujb. 
ScoUomd. The Shiel in Argyleehire — here % 
Germcmy, The Schtl (ant. Tiarantus) — ^here % 

2. With ihe ending en. 
Sweden. Siljan. Lake. 
Russia, The Shelok— here ? 

3. Wiik the ending er. 
NapUi, SiLABis ant, now l^e SniASO. 

The form silv I take to be an extension of 
sily similar to others previously noticed. 

1. Ruesia, The Silva* Gov. Perm. 

2. Wiik ihe endmg er, 
Englomd. The Silysb. Devon. 

The SiMOis in the Plain oi Troy I have 
suggestively placed at p. 119 to Gael, saimh, 
slow, tranquil But, taking the epithet lu- 
hricus applied to it by Horace, we might 
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perhaps seek a stronger sense from the same 
root, as found in Welsh seimio, to grease^ 
saim, tallow. 

The water of the Lipabis in Gilicia^ ac- 
cording to PolycKtus, as quoted by Pliny, 
was of such an unctuous quahty that it was 
used in place of oil Probably only for the 
purpose of anointing the person, to which 
extent the story is confirmed by ^truviua 
Hence no doubt its name, from Sansc. lip, 
to be greasy, Gr. XiTrapog, imctuoua 

Grimm (Gesch, d. Deutsch. Sprach.) sug- 
gests a similar origin for the Ister, p. 117, 
referring it to Old Norse istra, Dan. ist€fi\ 
felt, grease, Gr. ariap. He puts it, however, 
in a metaphorical sense, as ^'the fattening, 
fructifying river.'' With deference, however, 
to so high an authority, this explanation 
seems to me rather doubtftd. For the end- 
ing steTy as I have elsewhere observed, is 
common to many river-names, and I have 
taken it to be, like the Arm. ster, formed by 
a phonetic t, from the Sansc. m, to flow. 
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Also, from the root of the Sansc. m, to 
flow, I take to be Gael snuim, and again 
taking the phonetic t, the word stream, 
Strom, common to all the Teutonic dialects. 
In these two forms we find the ancient 
names of two rivers — ^the Syrmxjs of Thrace, 
and the Strymon or Strumon, the present 
Struma, of Macedonia. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



CONCLUSION. 

The names of rivers form a striking com- 
meatary on the history of language, so ad- 
mirably expoimded to the giKDeral reader in 
the recent work of Professor Max Miiller. 

When we review the long list of words 
that must have once had the meaning of 
water or river, we can hardly fail to be struck 
with the number that have succumbed in 
what he so aptly terms "the struggle for 
life which is carried on among synonymous 
words as much as among plants and ani- 
mals/' 

We see too how large a portion of this 
long list of appellatives may ultimately be 
traced back to a few primary roots. And 
how even these few primary roots may per- 
haps be resolved into a stiU smaller number 
of yet more simple forms. 
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CONCLUSION. 173 

I take for instancy as a primitive starting 
point in river-names, tiie Sanse. root i, d, or 
ay, signifying to move, to flow, to go. We 
have appellatives even in this simple form, 
as the Old Norse d, Anglo-Sax. oS, water, 
river. But whether they directly r^resent 
the root, or whether, like the French eau, p. 
30, they have only withered down to it again, 
after a process of germinating and sprouting^ 
I do not take upon me to determine. 

Then we have the roots, also of the kind 
called primary, ah, ar, ir, agr, ikh, il, it, all 
having the same general meaning, to move, 
to go, and from which, as dsewhere noticed, 
are also derived a nnmber of appellatives for 
water or river in the varions Indo-European 
languages. I should be inclined to suggest 
that the whole of these are formed upon, and 
are modifications of the simple root i, d, or 
ay, and that the following remarks made by 
Max Mtiller respecting secondary roots, may 
be extended also to them. **We can fre- 
quently observe that one of the consonants, 
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in the Aryan languages, generally the final, 
is liable to modification. The root retains 
its general meaning, which is slightly modi- 
fied and determined by the changes of the 
final consonanta^ He instances the Sansc. 
tud, tup, tuhhy tuj\ tur, tvh, ttis, all having the 
same general meaning, to strike. 

Again — ^there are forms such as ang, amb, 
and, &c., which are merely a strengthening 
of the roots ag, ah, ad, or at, and which also 
are found in a number of appellative forms. 

We might pursue the subject still further, 
and enquire whether the secondary forms, 
such as sar, sal, car, col, all having the same 
general meaning, to move, to go, may not be 
formed, by the prefix of a consonant, on the 
roots ar and al, and so also be ultimately 
referred to the simple root t or d. 

As also the silent and ceaseless flow of 
water is the most natural and the most com- 
mon emblem of the efflux of time ; so in the 
same root is to be found the origin of many 
of the words which mean time and eternity. 
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CONCLUSION. 175 

The Gr. ae*, the Goth, aiv, the Anglo-Sax. 
awa^ Eng. ever and aye, are all from this 
same root, so widely spread in river-names, 
and express the same idea which speaks — 

'< For men may oome, and men may go, 
But I go on for ever/' 
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 



P. 25. 

To the root ab or cbpf water, place the Lith. and 

Lett, uppe, river, whence the following. 

Germomy. The Oppa in Silesia. 
Eussia, The Upa. Joins the Oka. 

The Ufa. Joins the Bielaya. 

P. 33. 

To the root vd place as an appellative the Obs. 
Gael €bd, water. And add to form No. 1 the follow- 
ing names. 

Bvssia, The Uda. Gov. Kharkov. 
Frcmce, The Oddb. Dep. AUier. 

P, 35. 
The Celt, word cmd or cmt, water, is nothing more 
than a strengthening of the above Obs. Gael. (id. 

P. 40. 
In referring to the root ar^, erk, I have omitted 
the Ir. earc, water, the appellative most nearly con- 
cerned. The Basque erreca, brook, might be taken to 
be borrowed from the Celtic, did we not find in the 
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ADDENDA BT OOKRIQBNDA. 177 

same language the more primitiTe words wr and ema, 
p. 38^ which seem to form a link with the Indo- 
European langoagea 

P. 49. 

To the root mg^ ni, place — 
1 France, TheN£ Joins the Oharente. 

Norway. The Nia. Stift Trondjem. 
3. WUK Ihe ending ts. 

EuaHa, The Nebussa. Got. Orel 

P. 63. 

To the root wig, tme, wy, place the two following 
names. The Welsh gwy, water, is the word most 
nearly concerned in most of the group. 

England. The Wtok. Buckingluunshire. 
Russia. The Ui. Qoy. Orenhiug. 

P. 64. 

To the root vip place as an appellative the Welsh 
gwibio, to rove, wander, gunbiaUy serpentine coursa 
Probably upon the whole the sense of tortuousness is 
that which should be recognized. The following name 
probably belongs to form No. 1. 

Spain. The Quipab. Joins the Segura. 

P. 70. 
The Celtic languages have a trace of the word trag, 
to run, in the Old Ir. traig, foot {ZetMSy Gramm. Celt.) 
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P. 83. 
Fop 

Greece, Ptda&as ant Thraoe. 
Bead 

Tkraee. Ptda&as ant. 

P. 84. 

To the Ir. bid, hud, water^ place the following 

namea. 

England, The BsAULiBxr, also called the £xe, in 

Hampshire. 
ScoUand, The Bsauly. Inyemess. 
Italy, Paulo ant., now the Paglione. 

P. 85. 
I apprehend that in the opinion of Celtic scholars 
of the present day the Ancient British deity Cocidis 
is not considered to have any connection with the 
river Coquet. 

P. 91. 
It seems probable that the word asp in river-names 
is formed by metathesis from the word apa, p. 27, 
form 5. 

P. 97. 
The Gryffb and the Girvan may perhaps be bet- 
ter derived from the GraeL grib, swift 

P. 132. 
To the root pad or pamd, to spread, may probably 
be placed — 

England. The Pant. Essex. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA* 179 

P. 135. 
From the root Um may be derived the Dniesteb, 
( = Danaster), from «fer, river. Or it might be from 
the root dcm, as in Danube, p. 116. 

P. 136. 
The Dan. tcmg, sea-weed, does not seem to be con- 
nected with any word signifying water : it represents 
the Old Norse tag, twigg. 

P. 145. 
To the root vind, white, clear, place — 
EngUmd. The Wbntb. Yorkshire. 

P. 149. 
To the Sansc. tordur, Welsh ^, pure, clear, place — 
Th/race, Tbasus ant. 
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Pleisse, 66 


NiTeUe.60 


Owenbeg. 164 


Plei8tu8,W 


Noain,88 


Ovoca,168 


PUn8a,66 


Nodder, 88 


Oxiia,81 


Hoen (lAke), 66 


Noraha.i9 




Plone, 66 


Nore. 49 


Faar, 66 


Honna,66 


Now, 49 


Fader, 182 


Plym,67 


OortM, 89 


PodiM, 182 


Po,181 


Ock,28 


Palme, 67 


Polota, 86 


Odker, 168 


Pant, 178 


Porata, 116 


Odde. 176 


Pantamu, 182 


Portva, 116 


Odder. 84 


Parde, 188 


PracUua, 167 


Oder, 84 


Parret,88 


Prayadi,116 


Odoii,S4 


Parthenius, 188 


Pregel,116 


OefMM,27 


PcUhissm, 182 


PrimnUKl64 


OerUe,78 


Pauto, 178 


Prims. 164 


Ohm, 26 


Pebrach, 84 


Pripet.115 


Ohre,89 


Pedder, 88 


Pronia, 116 


Ohm, 40 


Peeii.81 


Pro8na.l01 


Oich, 28 


Peffer, 88 


Prttm.164 


Oikell.28 


Pelym, 67 


Pmth, 116 


Oise, 82 


Peiums, 82 


Purally,116 


Oka. 28 


Penjina, 82 


Pl^to«M,88 


Oke,28 


Penk, 82— ^'(Ote. 


Prointw.164 


OUe, 72 


Penner, 82 




Olmeiu8,tSO 


Penza, 82 


Qnei8S,168 


Ottis, 72 


Permestus, 164 


Qnenn7,146 


Ombrone, 29 


Pemaii,65 


Qoipar,177 


Ow»,176 


Persante, 101 




Orb, 109 


Petteril,88 


Baab,120 


Ore. 39 


Pever, 88 


Basa^W 


Oige,41 


P«reimt,164 


Easay,96 


Orla,40 


Plana, 82 


Bavee, 102 




Piave,66 


Raven, 102 


Orlyk.40 


Piddle, 82 


Bea,48 
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Bedniti.06 


BaUa»161 


Segara,119 


Been. 48 


fiuiuaa,119 


«6Ule,76 


Beg%48 


Bambie,69,119 


Btine.U9 


Begeii,48 


Ban. 166 


«eUe,76 


Begge.48 


Baone,119 


«elae,161 


Beno.4S 


6aia8watl,66 


«elnne,77 


BeiU8.96 


fiamfcOTka,66 


Bern, 119 


Benfc»06 


earayu,65 


H8emoy,119 


Sha,4S 


Bare, 65 


HSempt,119 


Bfie8U8,m 


6aark,66 


Sena, 166 


£hine,48 


Baniliu,66 


«enne, 166 


Bhion.48 


Banio,66 


i8^mci^l<6 




Banonne, 66 


flenui,66 


Bhodiua,06 


8arthe,66 


Berchio,65 


Bhone, S6 


em, 59 


'8erod.66 


BlaBa,96 




Seretti,66 


Riga, 48 


Save, 69 


Serlo,66 


Bias, 96 


SaTenak69 


Bene, 66 


£obe,102 


Bavexo, 69 


Benu,65 


Bodach,06 


Bayio,69 


Amtfes, 96 


Bodaii,06 


SaTianka,69 


Bestra,99 


Boddeii,96 


6a8awa,96 


Bengne, 119 


Boer, 108 




8eTa,69 


Bohxbacb, 168 


Scan, 162 


^▼an,69 


Boas, 86 


ficheer, 162 


BeTern, 69 


B08slAii,96 


Scheldt, 159 


/Seiwnw, 69 


B6ftel,96 


Bohie,161 


Bevre,69 


Both, 96 


8chUtach,169 


BeTron,69 


Both*, 96 


8chmida,68 


Shannon, 166 


Bothai]ie,l96 


Schnei, 52 


Bheaf. 101 


Both6r,.96 


Schondra, 99 


Shero, 162 


Bott, 95 




Shiel.169 


Bottech, 95 


Ajhnnter. 99 


Shin, 166 


Boabk»ii. 102 


Schnpf , 101 


Bhiia,162 


Bohr, 168 


Schnssen, 99 


Sie&ris, 119 


Bye, 48 


Schntter, 99 


Sid, 141 




Schwabach, 101 


aieg.119 


Saale,76 


Schwale, 166 


aieve,69 


Saar. 65 


Schwalm, 166 


Sihl,169 


Sabi8,60 


Schwarza, 150 


BUaro,169 


Sabor, 69 


Schyrne, 162 


sue, 169 


Sa&rtna,69 


Seius, lei 


8hnmen.ll9 


Saima (Lake). 119 


Seopas, 101 


Simmer, 119 


Sal, 77 


Beaton. 141 


Sknois, 119, 169 


Salm,166 


Seena. 166 


Sinde,28 


;Sato,77 


Segre. 119 


atter. 141 
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Skerae, 162 
SUppon, 101 
Slaan,77 
fflan^, 77 
Sneidbacb, 52 



Soar, 66 

Soe8tQ.88 
SoJa^llO 
Solman, 166 
Somme, 119 
Sora»65 
Sorg.66 
So8na,d8 
SostertMch, 99 

S08VB»96 

S(miB»98 
Sow, 69 
S0y^69 
Speaii,108 
Spear, 108 
Speier, 103 
Spey. 103 
Spraxah, 103 
Spree. 108 
Sprenzel, 104 
^ires8a.l04 
Sprint, 108 
Sprotta. 108 
St&r,68 



Stort,68 
Stour. 68 
Stren, 68 
Stroud, 68 
Stnunon, 171 
Stry,68 
Stnra, 68 
Styr,68 
Suchona^ 119 
Siiok,69 
S%icro,69 
Suevm.lOl 
Suippe, 101 
Snire, 69 



Bala. 166 
Bulgaa.ieb 
finllane, 166 
fiiilm,166 
fiar,66 
%ajak, 66 
fiiire,66 
4liiren,66 

^1188,98 

€atledge, 26, 9B 
fiatoodra, 98 
ISnii8aa,96 
fiiuon,98 
«vart,160 
«vlr,66 
«wale, 166 
flweUy. 166 
«wmy, 166 
<lword8,66 
ISyrmiMt 171 
fi2alA»161 

ta, (Loch), 136 
Tabuda,135 
^taoon, 107 
tamar, 136 
Tamaris, 136 
Ittambre, 136 
1Dame,136 
ICamuda, 136 
Tamyras, 136 
9?ana,136 
tSanagro, 136 
TanaU, 136 
iTanaro, 186 
1?aiiger, 136 
Tawua, 136 
^ptee, 136 
Vara, 149 
Stodoire, 106 
9^,69 
1Barl8a,149 
S^uni,140 
Taro^l49 
Tartaro, 106 
Tarttmu, 105 



Tartb, 106 
Tanber, 87 
^▼da,136 
I7ave,186 
l:aviu,135 
V^Ty,134 
fftw, 134^ 1ft 
V^y, 185 
l:eane,136 
Veame,149 
^eairui» 179 
l?ee8,106 
Veesta,107 
feign, 186 
Yeniakl35 
feme. 136 
femes, 136 
f engs, 136 
fermon, 166 
fe8cha,107 
f essin. 107 
feat, 107 
f evlot, 136 
fhame8,186 
l!baya,135 
fhei88,107 
fhiele, 106 
fhnr, 87 
d^iaM^107 
ficino, 107 
fill, 106 
fil8e,106 
llm,135 
fimao, 186 
f^unovtw, 186 
flvy,135 
ToUen, 106 
fom,186 
forre,87 
fo8a,107 
T0s8,107 
f onse, 107 
f onvre, 8T 
fowy, 86 
Trachlno, 71 
Tragust 70 
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Tnam,€l^ 


Vegiaiir,64 


Wear, 84 


TrftTe,69 


Vegre,68 


Weaver, 64 


Trebbia.69 


Vehne, 146 


Wegf erka, 64 


Treja,70 


yeUe,90 


Weicluel,168 


Trent, m 


yei8fcris,168 


WeUaiid,90 


Trento, lil 


Vel.90 


Wel8e,91 


Trome, 70, 166 


Veles, 91 


Wente, 179 


2ViMn«itM, 141 


Velino. 91 


Wem,77 


Trulm, 70. 166 


VeUaur, 91 


Werre, 77 


Tiira»87 


Yend^, 146 


Wen, 78 


Taxija,87 


Yent, 146 


Wertach,78 


Tanmtiu, 141 


Yer, 77 


Wetter, 84 


Twlste,168 


Yeidon. 79 


Wey, 68 


Tnia,62 


Yesclre,168 


Wick. 68 




Yeale, 168 


Wien,63 


Fd»,17fl 


Yever, 64 


W1gger,68 


Ufa. 176 


Yeveyse. 64 


Willy, 90 


Fl,177 


'^^nr. 68 


WindaTi,146 


Ui8t»168 


Yie,6S 


Wind&riw, 146 


inia.89 


Yienne, 63 


Windermere (Lake). 146 


tmea,89 


Yig,e8 


Wipper, 64 


Ullater,89 


YiUa,90 


Wislanf, 168 


tTJn&ro, 28 


Ymii,90 


WiBloka, 168 


I7mea,28 


'^mia.90 


Woder. 84 


I7iiifcmt,68 


^ilna,90 


Worse, 78 


ITpa, 176 


VU8.91 


W51pe. 78 


Ural, 40 


Yindan, 146 


Wnpper, 64 


UWw,S9 


ri^Kua,64 


Wnrdah, 79 


UrjTimka, 122 


Vire, 77 


Wyck, 177 


Ursel,78 


Yistre.168 


Wye. 68 


U8k,81 


Yistiila,168 




U8te,168 


YUe,66 


Xalon.77 


UxeOa, 81 


YUe8t,66 
VUet. 66 


Xacar,69 


Vaga,68 


Yod]a,84 


Yssel,88 


Vagai.6S 


Yo8ge8.63 


Ythan,S6 


yahaUt,e& 






Vakh,68 


Waag,68 


Zeyer. 69 


Yarano, 78 


Waal. 63 


Zom. 66 


Vardar. 79 


Wandle. 146 


Zna»62 


Varde,79 


Wamaii.77 


Zwettd, 168 


yaidre.79 


Warta,79 


Zwlttan, 168 


Yarese (Lake). 78 


Watawa.84 


Zwittawa. 168 


Vartrey, 79 


Waveney, 68 




Vayah,6S 


Waver, 63 
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